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Introduction, Goals and Objectives for Planning 

Selinsgrove Borough is looking for sustainability, along with the economic growth 

that will undoubtedly occur as a consequence of the construction of the Central 

Susquehanna Valley Thruway and the desire to preserve and retain its unique 

character and the quality of life that comes from being a “small town along the river.”  

Additionally, being a “college town” and hosting Susquehanna University, a 

nationally-acclaimed liberal arts college, presents its own set of advantages and 

opportunities. 

The quality of one’s life or lack thereof is largely determined by a person’s living 

and working environment.  The vibrancy of a community’s business sector is largely 

influenced by a factor of location, along with the ability to attract and retain 

customers without being unnecessarily burdened with high taxes or regulations.  

People, in general, like to go to places where they feel welcome and safe.  They will, 

almost always, avoid unfriendly places or where they perceive to be in danger. 

The presence of two nationally acclaimed health facilities, the Geisinger and UPMC, 

along with the regionally recognized Evangelical Community Hospital and the staff 

who support these medical facilities is truly an asset to the greater Selinsgrove area. 

A goal of Comprehensive Planning, in general, is to create cohesiveness in terms of 

desired land uses per any contiguous municipalities zoning districts and regulations.  

In the Maps Section, a specific Contiguous Zoning Map has been included to 

demonstrate compliance with this goal. 

These statements, while somewhat grand and even obvious to some people, create 

the foundation for the need for this update to the Selinsgrove Borough 

Comprehensive Plan.  Change is inevitable and planning for change is enviable.  

Making and guiding the change and progress that you want and which is considered 
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to be desirable by most people takes a plan.  In this case, a Comprehensive Plan for 

the Borough of Selinsgrove. 

Considerable effort has been made to highlight the steps that can be or should be 

taken to insure the viability of the central or core business district of the Borough.  

Other opportunities exist to revitalize the multiple unit shopping center on North 

Market Street.  Additionally, there is a need to recognize the unique attributes of the 

“RSP Zone” as the campuses of Susquehanna University and of the Selinsgrove Area 

School District.   

Following in this section are the goals and the objectives of this plan.  While a 

committee of Selinsgrove stakeholders steered this plan through its development, it 

was the entirety of the citizenry, including several hundred Susquehanna University 

students, who had the opportunity to provide broad input through polls, surveys and 

public meetings.  Summaries of these polls and notes from the public meetings are 

included as part Basic Studies Section. 
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Goals and Objectives for Planning 

After spending even just a few minutes reviewing the existing Selinsgrove Borough 

planning documents and Borough map, which can be found in the Basic Studies 

Section of this Plan, the reader learns that this community is built on the notion that 

it can be and has been designed to be self-reliant.  Said another way, there’s 

something here for everyone. This means that Borough leaders have planned for and 

have made accommodation for land uses as varied as commerce to open space or as 

diverse as a major regional university to a small but vibrant industrial park. 

Taken as a whole, the community that is the Borough of Selinsgrove was designed 

to be sustainable and to be the type of community where people could literally live, 

work and play all within a single municipality. When the Borough adopted its 

previous comprehensive plan in 1976 it noted that: 

“The purpose of the Selinsgrove Borough Planning Program is to provide a 

basis upon which to make pertinent decisions in order to maintain the mutual 

and complimentary coexistence between the natural environment and the 

man-made environment, and to provide a total environment for maximum 

human development and dignity.”    

Goals 

In recognition of our predecessors wisdom to enact a plan, in the same year as our 

nation’s bicentennial, that has served our community so well, the newly-forged 

primary goal of this Comprehensive Plan and therefore the future of Selinsgrove 

Borough is: To position and promote the Borough of Selinsgrove as an 

attractive, forward-looking, inviting and safe community to current and future 

families, residents, students, business owners, workers and visitors through 
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policies and procedures that maintain and encourage long-term retention, 

growth, hospitality and prosperity for all. 

Objectives 

The objectives for planning that will achieve, maintain and enhance this “attractive, 

forward-looking, inviting and safe Borough” are indicated below as bullet points. 

Each individual objective is followed by a set of numbers which inform the reader 

of the location of the related implementation statement, found later in this plan.   

 In some regards, the Susquehanna River is the Borough’s least accessed 

asset.  A plan to provide improved river access, as well as access to Penns 

Creek,  that include trails and a potential environmental center is in its 

genesis.   As the entity with the clear mandate and authority to lead on such 

environmental initiatives, the Borough will actively engage with the 

appropriate resource agencies, including the Pennsylvania Department of 

Conservation and Natural Resources, the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat 

Commission and the Susquehanna Greenways Partnership, as well as with 

the Snyder County Soil Conservation District, the Selinsgrove Area School 

District and the Susquehanna University to explore improved recreational 

and educational opportunities. (1: Natural Resources) 

 

Borough residents have indicated that they support expanded recycling and 

trash removal services and other “green initiatives.”  This plan includes 

opportunities to maximize these possibilities as potential markets develop 

and funding becomes available. (1: Natural Resources) 

 

Plans need to be made that anticipate and minimize the impact of any 

eventual flooding which is always a threat in a “river town” such as 
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Selinsgrove.  These plans should revolve around flood resiliency and 

sustainability while being responsive to new or revised floodplain 

designations and regulations.  For example, with prudent advance planning, 

residents whose properties lie within flood prone areas can minimize flood 

loses simply by re-locating the utilities in their homes above the base flood 

elevations or even filling in basements and elevating homes. (1: Natural 

Resources) 

 

 The “attractiveness” of Selinsgrove is established through community pride 

that emphasizes friendliness and a business community that is known for 

keeping its “welcome mat” out to everyone. (2: Population/Socio-

Economic) 

 

The neighborhoods within the Borough have unique features that should be 

preserved.  A spirit of cooperation between these neighborhoods, including 

equitable expenditure of Borough resources, will be observed.  (2: 

Population/Socio-Economic) 

 

“Town-and-Gown Relationship” is a term that you will often hear mentioned 

in Selinsgrove.  The dictionary definition of this term is: “In a college town, 

the relations between ‘town and gown’ are those between the residents of 

the town and the students and faculty associated with the school. 

Such relations are often not friendly nor pleasant.”  The framers of this 

Comprehensive Plan, reject this definition’s premise that these relationships 

can often not be friendly nor pleasant.  In fact, one of the objectives of this 

plan is to continually search for ways, to strengthen the bonds between those 
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in our community who represent the “town” and those who primarily 

represent the “gown.” (2: Population/Socio-Economic) 

 

 Selinsgrove’s residential neighborhoods will be preserved and enhanced in 

an optimal state of good repair.  A variety of housing options will be available 

at a range of price and lot sizes.  Single family homes will continue to be the 

dominant housing type.  Optimally, housing maintenance and rehabilitation 

as well as any new housing redevelopment will be continued through active 

code enforcement.  (3: Housing) 

 

 The amount of property tax exempt properties in Selinsgrove Borough is 

approximately 54% while the statewide average, according to the Lincoln 

Institute for Land Policy, is about 10% for a comparable municipality.  While 

the Borough recognizes the good work that is conducted by the non-profit 

corporations, churches and educational institutions which qualify for 

property tax exemptions, an objective of this plan is to encourage the use of 

a negotiated processes with eligible land owners.  This process assists in 

equalizing the tax burden to all properties which derive the benefits of 

Borough services. (4: Community Facilities, Services and Utilities) 

 

The Borough will have meaningful dialogue with the Selinsgrove Area School 

District to provide the best possible public education for students in a fiscally-

responsible, efficient and safe manner. (4: Community Facilities, Services 

and Utilities) 

 

Police protection and government administration, including code compliance 

and ordinance enforcement, will continue to be provided in the most cost 
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efficient and effective manner possible.  Other public services, particularly 

water and sewer services, will be maintained and upgraded, as needed, while 

keeping costs affordable.  (4: Community Facilities, Services and Utilities) 

 

Support will be provided to agencies and organizations that provide Borough 

residents and visitors with fire protection, ambulance and health services and 

other social services. (4: Community Facilities, Services and Utilities)  

 

The borough’s standing as a “safe community” will be sustained by adequate 

street lighting and additional decorative street lighting. As well as certified 

police, fire and emergency services. (4: Community Facilities, Services and 

Utilities)  

 

Community facilities including water, sanitary sewer, stormwater, parks, 

streets, curbing and sidewalks throughout the Borough will be maintained in 

good condition, remain open to all and will be improved as needed and as 

resources become available.  Organizations that provide services to Borough 

residents and visitors such as places of worship, commercial, office and retail 

establishments will be encouraged to be accessible to all people.  An open, 

inviting and active recreational program is a planning goal.  This goal is 

actively supported by the Borough in strong partnership with community 

organizations as well as other municipalities.  (4: Community Facilities, 

Services and Utilities) 

 

As a decision-supporting tool, the Borough will consider a feasibility study to 

insure that future recreation facilities are supported by a consensus of its 

constituents. The Borough will cooperate actively with other levels of 
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government, particularly with nearby municipalities, when joint projects and 

the sharing of resources is prudent. (4: Community Facilities, Services and 

Utilities) 

 

 An additional objective is a Selinsgrove-specific historic preservation plan 

that will categorize and document the Borough’s resources, structures and 

unique architectural features.  While this plan will be included in the overall 

Comprehensive Plan, and not be a stand-alone plan, it will suggest 

considerations, goals, policies and strategies that could lead to the 

conservation, preservation and protection of the historic resources in the 

Borough. (5: Historic and Cultural Resources) 

 

 In anticipation of travel patterns that will likely be the result of the 

construction of the long-anticipated Central Susquehanna Valley Thruway, a 

planning goal is to work closely with PennDOT as well as the surrounding 

municipalities to create and deploy a “wayfinding technology and signing 

plan” so that travelers can easily find their way to Selinsgrove for dining, 

lodging and shopping. (6: Transportation) 

 

The adoption of a Functional Classification of Streets is an initiative that 

should be considered.  This classification system is a process that groups 

streets by their intended use and by traffic characteristics.  The state-owned 

highways in the Borough are already grouped by functional class.  Once in 

place, this hierarchy of streets by access and mobility will assist elected 

officials with maintenance decisions as well as designating certain restrictions 

such as weight limits and snow emergency routes. (6: Transportation) 
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Well-maintained sidewalks and/or trails will be considered to encourage 

walking, bicycling and pedestrian activity, particularly connectivity between 

residential areas and the Susquehanna University and Selinsgrove Area 

School campuses and with the commercial core in the central business district 

and the Susquehanna River. (6: Transportation)   

 

While not located within the Borough limits, both the Penn Valley Airport 

and the Selinsgrove Speedway are nearby community assets that the Borough 

recognizes as valuable to the overall region. (6: Transportation) 

 

 Vacant storefronts in the borough are troublesome.  Preservation in terms of 

history along with the functionality of existing buildings as well as 

maintaining “green space,” are valued by most Borough residents.  Clearly, 

sign and parking ordinances that were adopted decades ago are not serving 

the community as well today.  These ordinances, along with the overall uses 

and regulations, should be revisited, revised and modernized.    

Examples of potential revisions include, but are not limited to: 

a. Updating of the sign regulations. 

b. Allowing for a mixture of uses to promote tourism and business 

diversity. 

c. Adopting parking regulations that encourage adaptive reuse, the 

highest and best use of existing buildings and a recognition of a 

standard for campus-wide parking for Susquehanna University. 

(7:Economic Development) 

 

Commercial activity on or near the Market Street Corridor and along the U.S. 

Route 522 Corridor serve Borough residents as well as highway-oriented 
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customers and visitors from outside of the area.  A compact industrial area 

lies in the southern section of the Borough.  This industrial site is accessed 

by Sand Hill Road and is well served by various utilities.  To remain 

competitive, businesses must be able to connect to high-speed internet and 

broadband services.  The infrastructure needed for these technology services 

can be installed within public rights-of-way in a context sensitive manner. 

(7: Economic Development) 

 

Selinsgrove is uniquely positioned to be known for its hospitality.  It’s central 

location in the Greater Susquehanna Valley, being the home of Susquehanna 

University and of the Selinsgrove School District and as the first significant 

community north of our state’s capital, Harrisburg, with a broad choice in 

dining and lodging all result in the Borough’s prosperity.  Regulations should 

recognize this distinction by allowing for hospitality-related operations 

including additional restaurants and eating/drinking establishments, bed-and-

breakfasts, guest houses, vacation homes and even house sharing 

opportunities.  (7: Economic Development)  

 

 The Borough Zoning Ordinance and Map are possibly the best tools that 

community leaders have to carry out the objectives of this plan.  For example, 

in the few locations where the existing and most-desired land use is in place 

but not necessarily consistent with the zoning in that area, the zone could and 

should be changed to accurately reflect this use.  Minor revisions to the 

Zoning Map including consideration of a new classification that is more 

reflective of the current Selinsgrove Area School District campus. (8: Future 

Land Use) 
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Also, a core goal of this Comprehensive Plan are to build upon Selinsgrove’s 

resiliency so that residents and businesses can plan for, survive through and 

rebound from any future flood events. (8: Future Land Use) 

 

In the same way, Zoning can and should be used to preserve existing 

recreational facilities and to map out any potential future recreational 

facilities.  Preservation can be achieved through relieving development 

pressures and, once identified, future sites can be set-aside from these same 

development pressures. (8: Future land Use) 

 

 Active and open communication is critical.  The Borough will maintain a 

high-level of regular communications via printed newsletters, web-based/on-

line publications and social media. Strategically-focused while fiscally-

responsible improvements will be made to the Borough website and to its 

digital presence to insure that a broad base of users may access official 

communications.  Media announcements, press releases and leaflets will be 

used as the need for communication dictates.  Additionally, active 

communications between the various organizations that serve Borough 

residents, businesses and visitors is a goal of this plan. (9: Implementation) 

 

  A Capital Improvements Plan process will be used to identify, quantify and 

assess capital improvement needs over a five-year time period. A capital 

improvement is any construction project or land acquisition that costs 

$35,000 or more and has a five-year or longer expected service life. Projects, 

which may cost less than $35,000 that are considered necessary for the 

implementation of any long-term improvement, shall also be considered as 
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part of this Capital Improvement Plan. (9: Community Facilities, Services 

and Utilities) 

 

The goals, objectives and subsequent strategies in this plan are not presented in 

priority order.  The responsibility for implementation lies within and part of 

many different organizations, with the Borough of Selinsgrove serving as the 

coalition-building leader to insure that each is strategically addressed.  As these 

individual organizations work to prioritize the goals and objectives that they 

“own,” the actual prioritization will be made and the fiscal impact will be 

considered.   
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PLAN 1:  Natural Resources 

Selinsgrove Borough has many natural resources that contribute to its character.  

Most prominent among all of the resources is the Susquehanna River and 

Selinsgrove’s recognition as a “river town” and also as a “Tree City-USA.”  

Preserving and protecting the natural areas, particularly those in close proximity to 

the river and to Penns Creek, can reduce soil erosion, protect water quality, expand 

diversity as well as improve the response to and survivability of floods while 

reducing possible property damage.   

Without careful planning for sustainability, growth and possible development, loss 

from floods will only get worse and potentially more tragic.  Protecting the integrity 

of designated natural areas and systems provides benefits to humans as well as for 

the survival of rare and/or indigenous flora and fauna.  Wise planning can maintain 

open space which provides buffers when water rises while also separating developed 

land from waterways and fragile ecosystems.   

A balance between growth and the conservation of scenic and natural resources can 

be achieved by guiding development away from the most sensitive areas.  In order 

to achieve this balance the public, prospective developers, and Borough officials 

must know the location and the importance of potential sites and environmentally 

sensitive areas.  Being designated by the Arbor Day Foundation as a “Tree City 

USA” is a point of pride and distinction for Selinsgrove that needs to be protected 

and preserved in coming years. 

Part of the Borough’s comprehensive plan is a commitment to our environment by 

the planting, maintaining, and improving the shade trees that grace the streets 

of   Selinsgrove. With the support of Borough Council, the work of the Selinsgrove 

Shade Tree Commission, the help of volunteers, and the participation of Borough 

homeowners, Selinsgrove had made such improvements to the number and health of 
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its trees, that the Borough has received the prestigious “Tree City USA” designation 

for 10 years.  

Improved access points to both the Susquehanna River and to Penns Creek will 

provide enhanced opportunities for more people to see and experience first-hand 

these natural resources.  Greenways and trails are great tools to encourage people to 

get closer to nature and to learn about their role in the natural world.  Interpretative 

signs and guides further expand the potential for experiential learning.  A potential 

environmental center could be a central point that would be used to explain the 

importance of the Susquehanna River and the Chesapeake Bay Watershed.   

Floodplain 

Land within the Selinsgrove Borough varies considerably while large portions of the 

Borough are covered by some type of potential flooding designation.   While wet-

proofing or dry-proofing may dominate a discussion related to development in the 

floodplain, another critical consideration is the management of routine storm water.  

Simple, and often times on-site, mitigation of storm water can make a significant 

impact on downstream communities.  By slowing the flow and in some cases 

actually storing storm water on-site, potential flooding can be lessened, natural 

systems such as lawns and gardens can be irrigated and aquifers can be recharged.   

Structural Measures 

The main purpose of upriver flood control structures, including dams and levees, is 

to protect existing development within a flood plain.  While in the past, and in other 

communities, these structures have performed adequately, they have come at a very 

high economic and environmental cost.  Furthermore, mitigating the potential 

flooding problems in one location may impact flooding downstream.   
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Nonstructural Measures 

This approach is focused on reducing future flood damage.  This approach involves 

the development of floodplain regulations, flood proofing of buildings, 

elevating/relocating flood prone structures and possibly the acquisition of flood plain 

easements.  The purpose is to regulate future development in flood plains with the 

aim of minimizing future flood losses. 

Pennsylvania has provided this type of protection through the Floodplain 

Management Act (Act 166 of 1978) and the Storm Water Management Act (Act 167 

of 1978).  The Floodplain Management Act requires all flood prone municipalities, 

such as Selinsgrove, to adopt development regulations that comply with the Act.  

The Storm Water Act places planning requirements upon county governments.  

Currently, Snyder County does not have an approved (Act 167) plan.  However, once 

this plan is developed and adopted, Selinsgrove will need to be prepared to follow 

the plan’s guidelines.   

National Flood Insurance Program 

This federal program combines regulatory development with the availability of flood 

insurance for property owners.   Through this program, Selinsgrove property owners 

in flood prone areas receive a reduced flood insurance rate.  Without this program, 

flood insurance rates would be cost prohibitive and would likely lead to diminished 

property values throughout the community.  As a participating municipality, 

Selinsgrove is required to adopt a floodplain management plan and to comply with 

federal, state and county regulations.  It is important that the readers of this plan and 

that Borough residents understand that the federal Biggert-Waters Flood Insurance 

Act of 2012 and the Homeowner Flood Insurance Affordability Act of 2014 only 

temporarily deferred the actual and potentially huge increases in unsubsidized flood 
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insurance premiums.  If and when these temporary deferrals expire, flood insurance 

costs could have a major impact on Borough residents and businesses.  

Community Rating System 

The National Flood Insurance Program's (NFIP) Community Rating System (CRS) 

is a voluntary incentive program that recognizes and encourages community 

floodplain management activities that exceed the minimum NFIP requirements. As 

a result, flood insurance premium rates are discounted to reflect the reduced flood 

risk resulting from the community actions meeting the three goals of the CRS: 

1. Reduce flood damage to insurable property;  

2. Strengthen and support the insurance aspects of the NFIP; 

3. Encourage a comprehensive approach to floodplain management. 

The Community Rating System program includes ten (10) different class rating 

levels based on the number and type of activities voluntarily initiated by the 

participating community.  Each level corresponds to a percentage discount on 

National Flood Insurance policy premiums.   

Under this program local officials are asked to meet three goals:  (1) reduce flood 

losses; (2) facilitate accurate insurance rating; and (3) promote the awareness of 

flood insurance.  Communities can earn a CRS rating by submitting an application 

explaining the projects they have in place or development.  Once the information is 

verified and approved, FEMA provides flood insurance premium discounts through 

NFIP.  The amount of a property owner’s policy discount is based on the 

community’s CRS rating.   

Selinsgrove has retained an NFIP class rating of Seven (7), which translates to a 15% 

flood insurance discount for properties located within the identified Special Flood 
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Hazard Area (SFHA). For the purposes of flood insurance, an SFHA is defined as 

“the area that will be inundated by a flood event having a one (1) percent chance of 

being equaled or exceeded in any given year.”  The NFIP status of Selinsgrove’s 

rating is “Current.” 

Overall, Selinsgrove Borough’s Community Rating System accomplishments 

account for total savings of nearly $______ annually for NFIP policyholders. 

 

Municipal Solid Waste and Recycling 

Citizen survey (found in the Basic Studies Section) responses indicated that sizeable 

majorities of residents of Selinsgrove Borough support “green initiatives” and would 

be interested in reducing their waste streams through expanded recycling 

opportunities.  Moreover, due to its population size, Selinsgrove is mandated by 

Pennsylvania’s solid waste laws to provide curbside recycling to its residents.  As 

you will read in the Community Facilities, Services and Utilities Section (also 

known as Plan: 4) significant efforts and investments have been made related to 

reducing the Borough’s solid waste stream while expanding recycling opportunities.    
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Natural Resources Plan 

Goals Objectives Strategies 

 

NR-1.1 

Preserve and protect 

Selinsgrove’s natural 

resources 

 

NR-1.1.1 

Anticipate and 

minimize impact of 

eventual flooding 

NR-

1.1.1.A 

Encourage the strengthening of existing 

flood plain ordinances. 

 

NR-

1.1.2.B 

Adopt regulations to protect 

groundwater recharge areas. 

NR-

1.1.3.C 

Conduct on-going flood proofing and 

flood sustainability training sessions 

and encourage property owners to 

follow recommendations. 

NR-

1.1.4.D 

Insure that National Flood Insurance 

provisions are met by the Borough and 

pursue funding opportunities to mitigate 

flood prone and damaged structures. 

NR-1.2 

Promote the protection 

of the Susquehanna 

River and Penns Creek 

NR-1.2.1 

Provide improved 

access 

NR-

1.2.1.A 

Access can be improved through 

promotion and by building, maintaining 

and providing directional signage to 

river and creek access points. 

NR-1.2.2 

Promote trails, 

directories and 

possibly an 

environmental center 

NR-

1.2.2.A 

The Borough will serve as the lead in 

bringing together the appropriate parties 

to plan and execute trails, greenways, 

informational outlets and a possible 

center to promote environmental 

activity. 

NR-1.3 

“Green Initiatives” 

and expanded 

recycling 

NR-1.3.1 

Reduce waste stream 

NR-

1.3.1.A 

Provide for additional recycling 

opportunities by partnering with Snyder 

County to pursue other initiatives, 

purchase needed processing equipment 

and to pursue other “green” initiatives. 

NR-1.3.2 

Minimize toxic 

wastes 

NR-

1.3.2.A 

Along with the appropriate 

organizations, the Borough will host 

events focused on the disposal of large 

objects, electronics, construction wastes 

and unwanted prescriptions. 
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PLAN 2:  Population/Socio-Economic/Town-And-Gown 

An analysis of the characteristics of Selinsgrove Population’s over the past several 

decades is vital to understanding and planning for the future needs of its residents.  

Past trends, current population profiles and future projections of population data 

gives planners a potent tool of once-was, as-is and to-be composition of this 

community.   

Additionally, the fact that the U.S. Census, which is conducted every decade, 

provides a single set of data for both Borough residents and for Susquehanna 

University students, provides a very stable and reliable source of population 

information.  Over the past 25 years, Selinsgrove’s population has grown by 5%.  

During this time period, the overall population has increased by 270 people.  Most, 

if not all, of this growth is attributed to Susquehanna University’s student population. 

Selinsgrove benefits from a truly unique funding source that allows it to support 

projects that other communities simply cannot.  The sole purpose of the Gelnett 

Irrevocable Trust is to promote the health, education and the welfare of citizens of 

the Borough of Selinsgrove by and through the distribution of the interest income 

for civic purposes.  Thanks to the generosity of Francis “Rudy” Gelnett, the residents 

of the Borough of Selinsgrove will benefit for generations to come.   

This trust makes funding available for program development and special projects, 

equipment that brings new capabilities to an organization, capital campaigns, and 

special projects. While on the other hand, the trust funds may not be used for 

operations, loans, scholarships, mass mailings, promotions or a general political or 

religious nature or for general fundraising efforts.  
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Population Trends 

Selinsgrove’s population trends indicate that the Borough population is considerably 

younger than the average age of residents in other Snyder County municipalities.  

This is in large part due to the entire Susquehanna University student population 

being counted as Selinsgrove residents.  Traditional residential new construction has 

nearly halted and in some ways it could be said that Selinsgrove is completely built 

out.  This statement is not entirely true, in that, several buildable yet vacant lots do 

exist within the Borough.  Landowners have the option to convert large traditional 

single-family units to multiple units that might be more appealing to older residents 

as well as to young professionals.   

Educational Attainment 

The percentage of residents who are at least high school graduates is at an all-time 

high in Selinsgrove and considerably higher than the rest of Snyder County and even 

Pennsylvania as a whole.  Most residents over the age of 25 have completed some 

post-secondary education including trade school, college and the military.  To 

further increase a variety of employment opportunities for Borough residents, both 

technical and college education should continue to be encouraged.  Given the high 

level of educational attainment, efforts should be made to attract and retain graduates 

into the Borough by providing a wide range of employment, social, cultural and 

technological opportunities.   

Income 

Both median household and median family income in Selinsgrove has increased 

nearly 115 % since 1990.  To maintain this trend continued effort is needed to 

increase employment opportunities and to provide an environment where businesses 
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can grow and thrive.  Educational opportunities should be broadened to promote the 

upward availability of employment well above minimum wage levels.   

Socio-Economic Demographics 

Demographics, particularly those involving population and socio-economic data, are 

included and discussed as part of the Basic Studies section of this plan.   

Trends are examined and population data is reported at regular intervals, such as 

1950, 1960, 1980, 1990, 2000, and 2010 based on data provided by the Snyder 

County Planning Commission.  The source of this data is the Pennsylvania Data 

Center and the U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Census.  Projections for 

2020 have been made based on historic data trends and it should be confirmed with 

the actual decennial census, once it becomes available.   

Town-and-Gown Relationships 

“People like to be in places where they are welcome.”  This message, while possibly 

oversimplified, provides the very foundation for what is commonly referred to as 

town-and-gown relationships.  It is critical to continue the dialogue and open 

discussions among Borough, Susquehanna University and Selinsgrove Area School 

District officials on issues of common interest and concern.   

Selinsgrove is a welcoming place and efforts need to be continually made to insure 

that open communications and open commerce are on-going between the 

community, its residents, its businesses and its educational institutions: Susquehanna 

University and the Selinsgrove Area School District.   
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Population/Socio-Economic/Town-Gown Plan 

Goals Objectives Strategies 

P/SE/TG-2.1 

Continue 

population growth 

P/SE/TG-2.1.1 

Maintain a modest 

increase of 

population growth 

P/SE/TG-2.1.1.A 

Promote the perception of the 

attractiveness of Selinsgrove as a 

welcoming place to all people 

P/SE/TG-2.2 

Increase standard 

of living 

P/SE/TG-2.2.1 

Increase income for 

residents 

P/SE/TG-2.2.1.A Provide employment opportunities 

P/SE/TG-2.2.1.B 
Provide educational opportunities to 

upwardly mobile employment 

P/SE/TG-2.2.1.C Maintain low unemployment rates 

P/SE/TG-2.2.2 

Well educated 

workforce 

P/SE/TG-2.2.2.A 

Provide for educational 

opportunities beyond high school in 

professions and trades 

P/SE/TG-2.3 

Provide reliable 

data 

P/SE/TG-2.3.1 

Access to 

population and 

socio-economic 

data 

P/SE/TG-2.3.1.A 

Provide a central clearinghouse of 

data pertaining to population 

characteristics in an easily-

accessible format 

P/SE/TG-2.4 

Town-Gown 

Relationships 

P/SE/TG-2.4.1 

Open 

communication 

P/SE/TG-2.4.1.A 

Retain the town/gown committee of 

interested parties, including 

students, to insure open two-way 

communications 

P/SE/TG-2.4.2 

Expanded 

Commerce 

P/SE/TG-2.4.2.A 

Look into opportunities for 

expanded commerce between the 

University and Selinsgrove 

businesses, agencies and 

entrepreneurs 
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PLAN 3:  Housing 

Housing is possibly the most fundamental element when it comes to resources in a 

community because it represents perhaps the largest financial, and often times, the 

most emotional investment that a resident can make.  Therefore, the primary 

objectives of this housing plan are:  A.) preserving and enhancing residential 

neighborhoods in an optimal state of repair B.) providing housing to meet future 

needs C.) providing a variety of dwelling types for all age groups, family sizes and 

income levels.   

Active enforcement of building and optimal maintenance codes is seen as the critical 

ingredient in meeting these primary housing objectives.   

Based on the housing data that has been tabulated in the Basics Study portion of this 

Comprehensive Plan, it is apparent that Selinsgrove housing characteristics are 

somewhat unique in Snyder County.  Currently, there is a nearly even split of owner-

occupied and renter-occupied housing in the Borough.  Add to this, according to 

latest statistics which were assembled in 2014, there is a 10.7% housing vacancy 

rate.  This rate is almost equal to the overall Snyder County rate of 10.4%.   

For planning purposes, vacancy rates over 5% are considered to be “healthy”, 

meaning that plenty of housing is available.  At and over 10%, these vacancy rates 

begin to indicate an overabundance that can, in turn, cause diminished valuations or 

other undesirable attributes.  According to reports from area realtors, it is expected 

that the rates from 2014 are likely lower now.   

Housing Conditions 

A comprehensive assessment of all the housing stock in Selinsgrove Borough is 

difficult to obtain using U.S. Census data alone.  While this data does track attributes 

such as the existence of indoor plumbing, kitchens and even number of automobiles, 
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it really doesn’t provide solid information on the condition of individual structures.  

While census-derived information many not be available, the geographic size of the 

Borough along with the manageable numbers of units allows for on-site visits that 

could be used to determine if significant housing condition problems existed.  At 

this time, there is no justification for any alarm in the current state of overall housing 

conditions. Additionally, a rental registration has been implemented and rental 

housing units are inspected every three (3) years in accordance with Chapter 11 of 

the Borough recodification adopted on October 3, 2016. 

However, as regulations related to flood-prone residential areas continue to be 

promulgated and adopted, more data related to individual structures could be needed.   

Resiliency and Sustainability 

The two words that describe the difficulties presented to Selinsgrove’s designation 

as a flood prone community and what has been done to overcome this designation, 

are Resiliency and Sustainability.  Not only does the Borough have the river and its 

tributaries to contend with, and the reality that it's only a matter of when the next 

flood will occur, not if, it has also thrived even with the “Golden Strip” and the 

Susquehanna Valley Mall both located just to the north of the Borough.  In both 

cases, these northern neighbors were either opening or were in rapid expansion mode 

at just about the same time that Selinsgrove was dealing with the aftermath of two 

major floods that occurred in the 1970s.  There are a number of struggling and flood 

prone communities in our state and each strives to find its identity and offer and 

provide the services that it can do best.  For some communities this activity has been 

based on tourism and attracting visitors.  While others, particularly promoters of 

local arts, have been successful in retaining or re-opening its movie house or theater.  

In Selinsgrove, strengthen and expanding Town-Gown relationships with 

Susquehanna University and the Selinsgrove Area School District may present the 
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best and most profitable opportunities to be truly resilient and sustainable.  As an 

example, the Borough is installing new street signage with full-color logo of the 

River Hawks (Susquehanna University) and the Seal (Selinsgrove Area School 

District) mascots, respectively, near the campuses. 

 

Housing Affordability 

Owning a home is a large part of the “American Dream.”  Further, decent and secure 

housing in a suitable and safe living environment is held as having fundamental 

value in our society.  Unfortunately, being able to find and then being able to afford 

this type of housing is becoming increasingly out-of-reach for many families.   

While the overwhelming majority of Selinsgrove residents are living in safe, secure, 

well-maintained homes and are receiving the benefit of equity in their homes, the 

burden of rising housing costs tends to fall disproportionately on the young, or first-

time home buyers and those with low to moderate incomes.  In addition, the 

household size (2.18 people per household) in Selinsgrove is equal with the lowest 

municipality in the Greater Susquehanna Valley.   

While this low number certainly doesn’t tell a complete story, it does suggest that a 

larger number than average residents may find themselves “cost burdened.”  

Housing that requires no more than 30 percent of the household income is considered 

to be affordable.  Once housing costs exceed 30 percent it is considered to be cost 

burdened.  Costs exceeding 50 percent are further considered to be “extremely cost 

burdened.”  For the purposes of this classification housing costs are comprised of 

mortgage or rental payments, taxes and insurance, as well as fuel and utility 

expenses.   
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The most-recent housing statistics for Selinsgrove Borough are from 2014, and 

during that year, 11% of households were cost burdened.  Of this amount, 7% were 

extremely cost burdened.   

Public and Assisted Housing 

The demand for housing assistance in Snyder County exceeds the current supply and 

the current waiting list for public housing for families and senior/disabled people is 

approximately eight (8) weeks.  The demand for housing has been consistent and 

appears to be expanding slowly.  To apply for housing, individuals must pick up an 

application at the Snyder County Housing Authority’s headquarters located at 106 

Drake Street, in Middleburg during regular business hours.  To insure accessibility, 

housing authority staff will mail out applications for senior/disabled individuals, 

they can request one to be mailed by calling (570) 837-3979 during normal office 

hours. 

 

Based on the consistent presence of waiting lists, it is evident that a larger stock of 

available public and assisted housing is in demand and could be increased.  

Developers and potential landlords could be encouraged to set aside a percentage of 

their units for possible inclusion in these programs.     

Special Needs Populations and Group Quarters 

Selinsgrove has opportunities with two separate populations of residents.  These 

populations are (1) the housing needs of the extremely low income and (2) the desire 

for off-campus housing for Susquehanna University students.  While these 

populations of individuals are separate and distinct, their needs are somewhat 

similar.   
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Typically, extremely low income individuals have physical or mental conditions that 

can cause them to be unable to seek or hold the types of employment which pays 

family-sustaining wages.  Students, on the other hand, are mostly focused on 

academic pursuits that exclude them from full-time employment.  However, in both 

cases, these individuals will best thrive when safe, secure, sanitary and affordable 

housing is readily available.    
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Housing 

 

Goal Objective Strategies 

H-3 

An attractive, 

forward-looking, 

inviting and safe 

community 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

H-3.1 

Neighborhoods 

preserved and 

enhanced to  

optimal standards 

H-3.1.A 

 

Continue to achieve high levels of 

property maintenance through 

application of building standards. 

H-3.1.B 

 

Continue a residential rental 

property inspection process that 

would result in the renewal of 

certificates of occupancy every 

three (3) years. 

 

 

 

H-3.1.C 

 

 

Encourage in-fill redevelopment 

that results in a mixture of housing 

options. 

 

H-3.1.D 

 

 

Promote educational outreach on 

property rehabilitation programs. 

 

H-3.1.E 

 

 

Promote and host workshops geared 

toward first-time mortgage holders 

and home buyers. 

 

H-3.1.F 

 

 

Insure that federal fair housing laws 

are being met through education and 

enforcement. 

 

H-3.1.G 

 

 

Act on the recommendations that 

are developed by the local flood 

resiliency task force. 
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Plan 4: Community Facilities, Services and Utilities 

In general, community facilities and services along with public utilities are 

administered at the local level and with varying amounts of local control, 

management or ownership.  Responsibilities for the various services that are offered 

to Selinsgrove residents are listed below: 

Parks and Recreation 

Facilities and programs are provided by diverse entities including the Borough, the 

Selinsgrove Recreation Board, the Selinsgrove Area School District, Susquehanna 

University, community groups such as the Rotary Club, Kidsgrove, the Loyal Order 

of Moose, the Regional Engagement Center (better known as the REC), the 

Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission and even private developers.   

With six (6) active churches serving congregations of various sizes, faiths and 

denominations, these facilities provide a critical and quasi-public service in the 

Borough.  While clearly private structures, services such as the youth development 

programs of Girl Scouts-USA and Boy Scouts of America are very important and 

are offered within and sponsored by these churches.  Several community-based food 

and nutrition programs such Martha’s Table, Loaves and Fishes, Meals on Wheels 

and Meals for Seals are also provided thanks to the dedication of these churches and 

their members.  

Selinsgrove has a variety of recreational opportunities available to both its residents 

and visitors (see Basic Studies Section).  Methods for determining the adequacy of 

park and recreation land have changed dramatically over the past 10 years.  The 

National Recreation and Park Association standards of 1990 are now out of date.  

Their current standards would require a full level-of-service study of all facilities 

available to the Selinsgrove population.  This level of study could be utilized in  an 

update of the Eastern Snyder County Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan that 

was published in 2008. 

For the purposes of this Comprehensive Plan, the long-established standard of 10 

acres of local public parkland for every 1,000 persons has been utilized.  Using this 

standard as the guide and the projected 2020 population as the benchmark, there are 

33 acres of local park and recreation facilities currently available, to be up to 

standard would require 58 acres to serve the projected population of 5,768 residents.  

Based on this formula, the immediate shortfall is 25 acres.   
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The National Park and Recreation Association (NRPA) emphasizes that recreation 

planning and provisions of such facilities should not be accomplished by one 

governmental agency.  Parks at all levels, federal-to-school district and even private 

interest, should all be considered in the supply of adequate recreational 

opportunities.  The following is a list of basic guidelines defined by NRPA as 

evaluation techniques: 

 Opportunities for All 

 Proper Legal Framework 

 Resource Evaluation 

 Advance Acquisition Planning 

 Citizen Involvement 

 Demand Projections 

 Proper Distribution of Sites 

 Flexibility in Design 

 Accessibility 

 Quality of Site 

 Relationship with other Agencies 

 School Park Coordination 

 Park and Recreational Land Protection 

 Defined Levels of Responsibilities 

It is recommended that the 2008 plan be referenced as an action plan and for 

implementation on a regional level.  This action plan could identify potential land to 

meet both the existing and future shortfall based on established standards.  Objective 

4.4 of this Community Facilities, Services and Utilities Plan contains detailed 

strategies for building a consensus among residents and community groups related 

to the acquisition and preservation of park and recreation facilities to meet future 

needs.   

Education   

The public school system is the sole responsibility of the local school district, their 

board and their employees within the guidelines established by state law.  New 

residential development, especially large scale can have a direct impact on a school 

district.  For planning purposes in the Basic Studies element, the public school 

enrollment per occupied dwelling unit was calculated for each school district in 2000 
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and factored out to 2005, 2010, 2015 and 2020.  The results were presented in the 

Basic Studies Section.   

Emergency Response Protective Services 

Snyder County is designated to coordinate emergency response through the 

administration of their public emergency response (9-1-1) communications network.  

This network is currently being merged with the Union County Center and the result 

will be a single center headquartered near Selinsgrove.  Periodically, the County may 

require emergency responders to complete training or to upgrade their equipment so 

that the system maintains optimal responsiveness.  Currently, fire service in the 

Borough is provided by the all-volunteer Dauntless Hook and Ladder Fire Company.  

Ambulance and EMT services are provided by the Dauntless Hook and Ladder 

League. Local police service is also provided by the Borough.  All emergency 

services providers participate in mutual aid arrangements and are available to other 

nearby municipalities, and vice-versa should the need arise.   

General Utilities (Electric, Natural Gas, Telephone and Internet)   

These services are provided by private companies and are regulated by the 

Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (PUC). 

Water and Sewer Service 

The implementation and conveyance of water and sewer service is the responsibility 

of the Borough.  Officials may assign this responsibility to the employees or 

designate municipal authority, private water company or other business entity, 

subject to approval by the state. 

Sewerage Facilities & Services   

Local governments are required by the Pennsylvania Sewage Facilities Act (Act 

537) to adopt a plan for sewage services (on-lot management districts and public 

sewage service districts) for areas within their jurisdiction.  Such plans must be in 

compliance with the Act and implement rules and regulations of the Pennsylvania 

Department of Environmental Protection.   

However, it is recommended that the Selinsgrove Sewage Plan be updated and 

adopted at regular intervals.  The Basic Studies element contains an inventory of 

existing facilities and treatment capacities which can form the foundation for such a 

plan.   The sewerage facilities inventory also examined the available equivalent 
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dwelling units (EDU) remaining in each of the systems (the EDU is the standard 

used in planning and design of public sewerage systems).  While the actual gallon 

per day flows of each system may vary depending on the character of the area served, 

the EDU represents the common denominator for understanding the available 

sewerage service.  Using an assumed 275 gallons per day for one EDU, the future 

EDUs were also calculated.  More precise EDUs calculations can be determined by 

considering wet weather flows or subtracting either a maximum 30 day average or 3 

month average daily flow from the permitted capacity.  This comprehensive plan, 

and any future sewage plan should also encourage development where infrastructure 

and capacity exists, rather than extending services into new areas and increasing 

costs to both the developer and to the municipality/authority that operates the sewer 

treatment plant.  The Snyder County Planning Office staff needs to consider this 

factor when processing and approving new subdivision and land development plans 

outside of the Borough, which could impact Borough residents.   

Water Facilities & Services   

The Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code (MPC) requires that a 

comprehensive plan include a plan for the reliable supply of water, considering 

current and future water resources availability, uses and limitations, including 

provisions adequate to protect water supply sources.  Such plan shall be generally 

consistent with the State Water Supply Plan and any applicable water resources plan 

adopted by a river basin commission (Susquehanna River Basin Commission).   

Recurring late-summer droughts have emerged as a local issue in recent years.  This 

needs to be addressed in a new Selinsgrove Water Supply Plan.  The plan will need 

to support the Selinsgrove Emergency Management Agency as it works with water 

purveyors to establish local drought contingency plans and emergency operation 

plans.   

Stormwater Management 

Snyder County is required per Pennsylvania Stormwater Management Act 167 of 

1978 to prepare a plan for the management of stormwater for each designated 

watershed within its boundaries.  Selinsgrove Borough is responsible for adopting 

and enforcing stormwater ordinances consistent with this county plan.   
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Stormwater runoff originates from rain or snow melt that flows over the land instead 

of percolating into the soil or evaporating.  Stormwater runoff increases when land 

becomes more developed and impervious surfaces such as parking lots, roads, 

buildings and rooftops replace soil and natural vegetation.  

A stormwater management plan can be generated to comply with state laws which 

mandates that stormwater management plans be developed at a watershed level in 

cooperation with municipalities and the public, regardless of municipal boundaries.  

There are two watersheds in Selinsgrove (see Basic Studies). A stormwater 

management plan provides a mechanism for municipalities, such as Selinsgrove, to 

plan for and manage increased runoff associated with future development and land 

use changes.  It is not the intention of the plan to solve existing flooding or runoff 

problems, but to identify them for future correction and assure that problems don’t 

get worse.  A plan does not require municipalities to correct existing drainage 

problems.  When a plan is complete and approved by the Pennsylvania Department 

of Environmental Protection (DEP), the management standards within the plan are 

then the responsibility of the local governments within the watershed to implement.  

Act 167 plans approved by DEP prior to 2001 contained standards for peak flow 

management only (only peak flow from a stormwater detention basin was managed).  

Newer plans contain standards not only for peak flows, but also for water quality, 

groundwater recharge and channel protection.   

Solid Waste Management  

Pennsylvania Act 101 of 1989 requires Counties to prepare a plan for the disposal 

of municipal waste, as well as direct the flow of waste to its designated disposal 

sites.  The Borough has the responsibility for arranging for the collection and 

transportation of municipal solid waste and recyclables in Selinsgrove.   

The Borough of Selinsgrove is mandated by Act 101 to require its residential, 

commercial, municipal and institutional establishments to recycle items.  A 

recycling fee is included on all Borough resident’s quarterly sewer/water bills to 

support the Recycling Program and the annual Spring Cleanup.  The Selinsgrove 

Borough Recycling Program and its equipment are partially funded by PA DEP Act 

101 recycling grants.  The Borough of Selinsgrove encourages all its residents to 

fully utilize these services.  A citizen survey was conducted and can be found in the 

Reports Section.  Responses indicated that a sizeable majority of Selinsgrove 
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Borough residents support “green initiatives” and would be interested in reducing 

their waste streams through expanded recycling opportunities.  Borough officials 

will continue to partner with the county and support efforts to expand recycling 

services.   

 

The Borough of Selinsgrove does inform its residents of available recycling 

opportunities via its semi-annual newsletter and also on the Borough webpage.  

Increased participation is always sought and can be enhanced via continued public 

education. 

 

The following is a list of recycling opportunities available in the Borough of 

Selinsgrove: 

 Prescription Drug Drop Off Box.  This is located in the lobby of the 

Selinsgrove Borough Police Department, 100 West Pine Street and provides 

for safe and secure disposal of all prescription drugs.   

 Compost Yard Drop Off.  This facility is always open and is located at the 

south end of Strawberry Alley.  Borough residents can bring garden residue, 

brush and leaves ONLY.  Composted leaves and mulch are available to 

Borough residents free of charge.   

 HandUP Foundation, West Sassafras Street, is available to the public on the 

first Saturday of every month from 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon in front of the 

Borough Shed/Recycling Center between the months of April and November.  

They provide recycling for paper/documents for shredding Styrofoam, Freon 

products (refrigerators, air conditioners, dehydrators, etc.) and large non-

Freon appliances (washers, dryers and stoves) for no charge.  HandUP also 

accepts large and small TV’s and small appliances such as microwave and 

toaster ovens for free.   

 Recycling Drop off Center, West Sassafras Street.  This facility is open every 

Thursday from 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. (except Holidays) and the first and third 

Saturday of each month from 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon.  Recycling opportunities 

include:  rinsed tin/steel cans; rinsed aluminum; rinsed glass – clear, 

blue/green/red and brown; rinsed plastics – Nos. 1’s and 2’s; broken down 

corrugated cardboard and paperboard; hi-grade office paper; newspapers; 
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magazines, catalogs and phone books; vehicle type batteries; rinsed plastics 

co-mingled # 3-9.   

 Curbside Recycling opportunities include the following:  aluminum and 

glass pickup is held the last Wednesday of each month (all rinsed items must 

be placed at curbside prior to 8:00 a.m.) and include aluminum beverage cans, 

clear/blue/green and brown glass (bottles and jars only and they must be 

separated by color).   

 Brush Pickup is held two (2) times per year.  Once in the spring and once in 

the fall.  Brush, branches, tree limbs and tree trimmings will be picked up 

curbside (they can be no bigger than 4” in diameter and limited to 1 cubic yard 

– equal to a combined container capacity of 200 gallons).   

 Leaf Pickup is held from the end of October thru the week of Thanksgiving 

or the first snowfall.  Leaves are to be placed along the curb, but not into the 

street.  

 Live Christmas Tree Pickup is held during the first ten (10) working days 

in January.  Christmas trees are to be placed along the curb.   

 Spring Cleanup is held in April.  Materials are to be placed curbside and 

include most household items.  There are restrictions on what can be placed 

curbside during this event.   

 Trash Haulers can be chosen by the Borough residents themselves.  There is 

also one (1) trash hauler available who offers single stream recycling.   

 

Natural Gas 

Selinsgrove neighborhoods are provided natural gas by the UGI Corporation and 

Susquehanna University’s Physical Plant is connected to a medium-high pressure, 

non-interruptible supply of natural gas.  This plan supports the provision of gas 

service in all areas of the Borough.    
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Community Facilities, Services and Utilities 

 

Goals Objectives Strategies 

 

CF/S/U 4.1 

Borough is a  

“Safe Community” 

 

 

 

CF/S/U  

4.1.1 

Adequate street lighting 

and protective services 

4.1.1.A 

Support is provided to agencies and 

organizations to provide Borough 

residents and visitors with critical services 

CF/S/U 4.2 

Equitable  

sharing of tax 

burden and 

resources 

CF/S/U 

4.2.1 

A spirit of cooperation 

and resiliency is 

demonstrated 

4.2.1.A 
Aggressively keep the current Snyder 

County Hazard Mitigation Plan updated. 

 

4.2.1.B 

 

Explore methods to meet optimal 

broadband and high-speed internet service 

speeds, including the use of microwave 

technology. 

 

4.2.1.C 

 

Insure that any sewer upgrades are 

paid for by expanded demand. 

CF/S/U 4.3 

Solid Waste  

and Recycling 

CF/S/U 

4.3.1 

“Green Initiatives” 

are embraced and 

intermunicipal 

agreements  

are in place 

 

4.3.1.A 

 

Work with the appropriate entities 

to identify additional markets for 

the recyclables which are collected. 

 

4.3.1.B 

 

Specifically, identify new and 

expanding markets for the safe and 

responsible disposal/recycling of 

electronics, televisions and other 

household products.  

CF/S/U 4.4 

4.4.1 

Recreational and 

Capital 

Improvements are 

planned and made 

4.4.1.A 

Conduct feasibility studies and 

obtain input from residents to build 

a consensus related to recreation 

and addition facilities/programs. 

4.4.1.B 
Adjust Zoning Map to preserve park 

and recreational facilities. 
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PLAN 5: Historic and Cultural Resources 

Historic and cultural resources are important. These resources contribute to the 

unique character and heritage that makes Selinsgrove the community that it is today. 

The preservation of the resources is a valid concern to both long-time residents who 

might trace their Selinsgrove roots back generations as well as to a person who is 

visiting this community for the very first time. 

 

Preservation should be a priority for maintaining and promoting Selinsgrove and 

should not be sacrificed simply for expediency or for uses that do not promote 

Selinsgrove’s unique sense of place.  

 

Historic landmarks such as the former train station, the Market Street core business 

district, Isle of Que residences and several landscapes/view sheds are important to 

the sense of place and history integral to the identity of this community.   

 

Currently, the Gov. Simon Snyder Mansion (119-121 N. Market Street) as well as 

Susquehanna University’s Selinsgrove Hall and Seibert Hall (both on Pine Street) 

are listed on the National Register. 

 

Preserving the physical fabric involves both recognition and protection of individual 

structures as well as the function of a particular block or area of town. Active steps 

need to be taken to identify, catalog, protect and preserve additional historic 

structures from the pressures of development. 

 

The Foundation for Historic Preservation 

Well over a century ago, the earliest federal preservation statute on record was the 

Antiquities Act of 1906, signed by the President of the United States, which set aside 
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historic landmarks, structures, and objects as national monuments. While the intent 

of this act was sites of national significance, the spirit of the act has been embraced 

by government at all levels. 

 

The National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966, amended in 1976, 

authorized the U.S. Secretary of the Interior, “to expand and maintain a National 

Register of Historic places composed of districts, sites, buildings, structures, and 

objects significant in American history, architecture, archeology, engineering, and 

culture.” 

 

Further, this Act recognized the need for preservation to not just remain a Federal 

priority, but for it, “to be undertaken by states, local governments, Indian tribes, and 

private entities.” 

 

Tools for Historic Preservation 

Our state’s Historic District Act along with the Pennsylvania Municipalities 

Planning Code provide the authority for Selinsgrove Borough to develop, adopt and 

implement a historic preservation program. These tools empower the Borough to 

protect and regulate the historic resources within its boundaries. In particular, the 

Historic District Act (Act 167 of 1961) provides for the following:  

 establishing a historic district 

 creating a Historical Architectural Review Board (HARB) 

 regulating the erection, reconstruction, alteration, restoration, demolition 

or razing of structures within a historic district. 

 

Because of this act, Selinsgrove Borough is able to legally prevent the destruction 

or profound alteration of the physical fabric and historic character within a 
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designated historic district. The act provides protection beyond the guidelines 

established in the Selinsgrove Zoning Ordinance, which may or may not specifically 

address preservation. 

 

The PA Municipalities Planning code calls on counties and municipalities, such as 

Snyder County and Selinsgrove Borough, to include provisions for preserving 

historic places and potential archaeological sites in their comprehensive plans and 

zoning regulations. The Pennsylvania State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) has 

developed its “Guidance for Preservation Planning,” as a resource to the steps 

necessary should Selinsgrove Borough desire to develop an effective and 

implementable comprehensive historic preservation plan. 

 

In April, 2014, representatives from the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum 

Commission and from the National Register met with a group of Borough residents 

to discuss historic preservation.  A sub-committee of Selinsgrove Projects Inc. was 

formed.  Committee members developed the following statement in regards to 

historic preservation: “The Selinsgrove Historic District would be eligible under 

Criterion A for its association with the growth and development of Selinsgrove. 

Market Street is the primary commercial corridor of the Borough. A good 

concentration of 19th century commercial buildings remain. Integrity is very good 

from University Avenue to Snyder Street. The historic district would be eligible 

under Criterion C, as well, for the many excellent examples of 19th century 

architecture within it. The district encompasses early housing along Water Street, 

later housing along High Street, and includes late Victorian era mansions along 

University Avenue. Architectural integrity is an issue at the south end of Market 

Street, and a final decision on boundaries will be made if and when National 

Register listing is pursued.”  
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HISTORIC AND CULTURAL RESOURCES PLAN 

GOALS OBJECTIVES STRATEGIES 

HCR – 5:1 

Position and promote 

Selinsgrove as an 

attractive community 

to current and future 

residents, students, 

business owners and 

visitors 

HCR – 5:1.1 

Promote the creation of 

a Selinsgrove Historic 

Preservation Plan 

HCR – 5:1.1:A Categorize and document 

structures, unique 

architectural features and 

landscapes 

HCR – 5:1.1:B Encourage the consideration 

of goals, policies and 

strategies that could lead to 

preservation and protection of 

historic resources 

HCR – 5:1.2 

As part of this plan, 

include a review 

process to ensure that 

historic preservation is 

a “front of mind” 

consideration in all 

land use decisions 

HCR – 5:1.2:A Provide resources and 

training to planning 

commission members related 

to the SHPO’s Guidance for 

Preservation Planning 

HCR – 5:2 

Position and protect 

Selinsgrove’s cultural 

resources 

HCR – 5:2.1 

Emphasize the 

protection of unique 

cultural heritage of 

Selinsgrove 

HCR – 5:2.1:A Identify and map cultural 

infrastructure including 

displays, public art, open 

space and remnants of 

Pennsylvania Canal 

HCR – 5:2.1:B Encourage the use of public 

art to reflect cultural heritage 

HCR – 5:2.1 C Promote traditional cultural 

activities such as festivals, 

fairs, shows and other events 
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Plan 6: Transportation Plan 

As was documented in the History Section of this Comprehensive Plan, 

transportation has played a key role in shaping Selinsgrove Borough into the 

community that it is today. This will continue to be true with the construction of the 

Central Susquehanna Valley Thruway (CSVT) that will have an arterial interchange 

directly north of the Borough’s central business district.  

The purpose of our modern transportation system is to provide for the movement of 

people, goods and services. Nearly every mode that makes up this transportation 

system is in place and being improved in and through Selinsgrove. Commercial boat 

and ferry travel on the Susquehanna River has long vanished, but recreational 

boating is thriving in the area with the Isle of Que boat launch within the Borough 

limits.  

Air travel service is available in and out of the Penn Valley Airport which is just 

north of the Borough. This airport carries a Federal Aviation Administration 

identifier of SEG. It is a public commercial airport, without fixed service that has 

operated since May, 1945. Its current duel runway dimension is 4760’x75’ and it is 

equipped with edge lights and directional beacons.  

Street Classification System 

The system of highways, roads, and local streets can be compared to a tree with its 

trunk, main boughs, branches, and a maze of twigs, each serving a purpose in the 

whole system. The highway and street classification system consists of the following 

elements: 

Expressway (trunk): Expressways or freeways are usually divided (duel) highways 

consisting of two lanes in either direction. Access to the highway is limited to 

interchanges with other roadways so that are no land use activities directly accessible 
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from on these highways. With access strictly limited, traffic signals and stop signs 

are not needed, and traffic can move more smoothly at higher volumes and higher 

speeds between designated areas. For the most part the destination of traffic is inter-

city and inter-state.  

Locally, U.S. Routes 11 and 15, known as the Selinsgrove Bypass, pass through the 

far eastern portion of the Borough and are designed to operate much like an 

expressway. Regionally, the traditional expressways are Interstate 80 running in an 

east-west direction north of Lewisburg, approximately 20 miles north of 

Selinsgrove, and Interstate 81 running in northeast-southwest direction through the 

mid-state, but at an even greater distance south and east of the Borough. 

Arterials (main boughs): Arterials are major roadways located and designed for the 

continuous movement of traffic of various types and in rather heavy volumes. These 

roadways are often three or four lanes, but sometimes two. Direct access to the 

roadway may be limited in part or not at all. Arterials usually connect communities 

throughout a wide region, and also usually connect with expressways.  In 

Selinsgrove, Market Street (S.R. 1017) which was formerly US Routes 11&15 

before the bypass opened, S.R. 0522 which a portion is known as Susquehanna Trail, 

and the New Berlin Road (S.R. 0204) function in this capacity.   

 

Collectors (branches): Collector roads are subdivided as “major” and “minor”. A 

major, or primary, collector is designed for intercommunity traffic, having heavier 

traffic volumes than minor collectors and functioning to carry traffic to the arterials.  

A minor, or secondary, collector is designed for all types of intra-community traffic 

but has lighter traffic volumes than major collectors and functions to carry traffic to 

major collectors as well as to arterials. In Selinsgrove, 18th Street, Broad Street, Mill 
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Street, Sand Hill Road, West Pine Street and West Sassafras Street function in this 

capacity.  

Local Streets (maze of twigs/leaves): The basic function of local, or minor, streets is 

to provide access to activities along them. Traffic volume is as high or low as the 

intensity of the activities given access by the streets. These streets are usually short 

in length and interconnect within a neighborhood. While most are thought of as 

“residential streets”, they can be “commercial streets” and even “industrial streets” 

as well. Such streets may be owned by the municipality or is privately-

owned/maintained, as with Susquehanna University’s internal streets. All streets not 

otherwise classified above are considered to be “local streets” in Selinsgrove.  

All Borough streets are paved. Road surface conditions range from very good to fair. 

The Borough Council annually allocates funds for the rehabilitation of substandard 

roadways in the Borough. The Borough Street Department is responsible for a 

variety of maintenance activities associated with these streets. Duties of the Street 

Department involve snow and ice removal, storm drain maintenance, line painting, 

street cleaning, patching and paving, and brush cutting. Two full-time workers are 

employed in the Street Department. The Borough is responsible for maintaining 

approximately 23 miles of streets and ten (10) miles of alleys. 

Public Transportation  

Transportation providers in the Selinsgrove Borough area can be divided into three 

categories: scheduled carriers (bus service), call or demand carriers (taxis) and social 

service agencies. Scheduled carriers are those certified transportation providers who 

operate vehicles along predetermined, fixed routes according to a published time 

schedule. In some cases, the scheduled carriers also may operate special group or 

charter vehicles on an irregular basis to areas far beyond their normal fixed route 
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operations. Currently, Fullington Trailways operates four (4) motorbus routes with 

daily stops in Selinsgrove. This service operates between Harrisburg and either 

Williamsport or Elmira, NY.  

The call or demand carriers are transportation providers which primarily operate 

within franchised areas, picking up or delivering passengers to any point within or 

beyond the franchised areas, provided that either the origin or destination is within 

the franchised area.  There are currently three (3) approved taxi services and at least 

two ride services (Uber and Lyft) that can be hailed via cell technology operating in 

Selinsgrove. 

The social service carriers restrict their on-demand transportation services to either 

low income individuals or to the elderly. The service patterns of these social service 

carriers vary from fixed routes to specific types of destinations with prescribed 

purposes for the trips. These destinations, however, are usually limited to areas such 

as medical facilities, governmental offices, shopping centers or recreational 

facilities.  The transit company known as “rabbittransit” is the approved provider for 

Snyder County residents. 

Pedestrian Circulation 

Based on the survey of residents that was conducted at the outset of this 

Comprehensive Plan development process, walking is the main recreational activity 

for most Borough residents.  This survey finding is yet another opportunity for 

Borough officials to address the lack of sidewalks in certain areas that would 

increase pedestrian and non-vehicular circulation. Most of the residential 

developments in the Borough have sidewalks; however, sidewalks in some sections 

are in poor condition or are non-existent.  

It should be the continued policy of the Borough Council to:  
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o To improve connectivity for pedestrians, a network of safe and accessible 

sidewalks will be encouraged, particularly in those areas that do not 

currently have such sidewalks. 

o To regularly survey all Borough streets, taking into account residential 

population to determine areas in need of sidewalks, and to continue to 

enforce the sidewalks and curbing mandatory updates for the 

reconstruction of badly deteriorated sidewalks and the construction of new 

sidewalks as part of the annual street program.  

o Special consideration should be given to pedestrian passages that lead to 

and from the main commercial districts on Market Street and Susquehanna 

University and also between the core community and access to the 

Susquehanna River and Penns Creek.  Traffic calming measures that will 

facilitate pedestrian crossings are being deployed, such as the clear 

delineation of crosswalks at intersections and complimentary signing. 

o Pennsylvania has a system of ten (10) bicycle routes with the 220-mile 

long “Bike Route J” passing through Selinsgrove on Market Street near the 

mid-point of this route.  
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Transportation 

 

Goals Objectives Strategies 

6.1 

Streets are well 

maintained and 

safe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.1.1 

Adopt a street 

classification 

system 

6.1.1.A 

Initiate and promote a street 

classification for Borough streets as 

well as State-owned highways and 

private thoroughfares. 

6.1.1.B 

Use the street classification system 

to drive decisions related to 

roadway improvements and winter 

maintenance priorities. 

 

 

6.2 

Safety and 

connectivity for 

all modes, 

including 

pedestrians and 

bicyclists 

 

 

6.2.1 

Connect all 

neighborhoods and 

districts 

6.2.1.A 

 

 

Work with LTAP consultants to 

update the walkable communities 

plan. 

 

6.2.1.B 

 

 

Work on the connectivity trails that 

are being proposed by the 

Susquehanna Greenways and 

possibly by Susquehanna University 

 

6.3 

Intermodal 

transportation 

options exist 

6.3.1 

Promote lesser used 

transportation 

modes 

 

6.3.1.A 

 

 

Promote inter-city bus, transit and 

taxi, shared ride options, as well as 

aviation to increase mobility for 

residents and visitors. 
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PLAN 7:  Economic Development 

Maximize Existing Infrastructure 

An examination of Selinsgrove Borough’s existing infrastructure, which is, its 

streets, alleys, water/sewer utilities, storm water and other existing and intact 

structures which are operational and in sound condition indicates that there is an 

ability for future in-fill growth.  While space for additional industrial growth is 

somewhat limited, there is ample space for future retail, hospitality, and professional 

services. 

Additionally, there is an outpost of the Greater Susquehanna Keystone Innovation 

Zone located in the 100 Block of North Market Street.  This facility, known by most 

people as the KIZ or the “Greater Susquehanna Keystone Innovation Zone,” serves 

as an incubator for start-up and entrepreneurial businesses.  Given its close proximity 

to the Susquehanna University campus, the potential for close ties between the two 

should be explored.  The tax abatement program known as the Keystone Opportunity 

Zone or KOZ, is available to firms locating in the Selinsgrove Industrial Park 

Revitalizing and Celebrating Market Street 

Update the sign regulations that are part of the Borough’s zoning ordinance has been 

identified by existing businesses as the single, most important way to keep 

businesses strong and growing.  Currently, parking regulations of the zoning 

ordinance requires a conditional use application whenever the required ratio cannot 

be met or provided for on-site.  Consideration for legacy buildings located within 

the Central Business District subject to the continuation of the same or similar use 

should be considered and approved by the Zoning Officer without the need for a 

public hearing as required by these conditional use provisions.  However, a change 

in overall use could trigger the need for a conditional use application.  To have room 
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for future expansion, all new construction would require off-street parking 

regulations be met.     

Retention, Expansion and New Business Recruitment 

A recent survey conducted by Susquehanna University interns working under the 

direction of the Selinsgrove Area Chamber of Commerce, indicates that the 

overwhelming percentage of businesses located in Selinsgrove are long-term 

enterprises.  Many of these business owners indicated that they have been in business 

more than twenty years.  The survey results also indicate that about a quarter of the 

businesses have been in operation for five years or less.   

This type of business mix indicates that an emphasis on retention and expansion 

would be prudent and that the efforts with the highest chance for success would be 

focused on the expansion of existing businesses.   

Just outside of the Borough, the Susquehanna Industrial Development Corporation 

(SIDCO) has developed at least two “greenfield-type” industrial parks.  Every effort 

should be made to coordinate the complimentary efforts by the Borough, SIDCO 

and Snyder County through information sharing so that economic development and 

job growth happens in a planned and positive manner.  The county has direct access 

to Pennsylvania State Data Center along with easy access to U.S. Census information 

and publications that could be very helpful.   

Human Resources 

While a focus on the retention and expansion of existing businesses and employers 

is both prudent and critical, it’s not the only function that falls under the category of 

economic development.  Human resource development which is defined as: 

developing, attracting and retaining educated and highly-skilled workers is the other 
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pillar of economic development.  Human resources focus areas include, but are not 

limited to:   

Educational attainment level. It is important to have a labor force with a 

competitive level of high school graduates, as well as those with associate, 

bachelor, master and higher degrees. 

Specialized skills.  Many employers seek a labor force with technical and 

specialized skills.  Training needs to be available to Selinsgrove residents and 

opportunities made available for those who are so trained to stay here and 

utilize their trade skills. 

Stemming out-migration of the work force.  General studies have been done 

that indicate a net “brain drain” out of Pennsylvania.  Efforts need to be made 

to keep the educated and trained local labor force within the Selinsgrove area.  

Ample employment opportunities need to be maintained that provide 

competitive wages.   

Several other factors are involved in attracting and retaining a high-quality 

workforce.  Among these are both the businesses investigating locating in 

Selinsgrove and those wishing to remain here are concerned with the quality of life 

that can attract and retain workers.  Some of the most sought after qualities that 

employers and their employees consistently list are good educational opportunities 

for their children, cultural facilities and activities, and recreational facilities and 

activities.  Selinsgrove and the Greater Susquehanna Valley have a lot to offer in 

these regards and must strive to maintain these features as well as seek their 

continual expansion and improvement.   

The provision of a variety of acceptable housing opportunities is critical.  Businesses 

investigating locating within the Borough and those wishing to remain here are 
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concerned with the housing available for their employees.  A variety of housing 

styles such as single-family, townhouse, apartments, multi-family and others need 

to be available.  Housing opportunities must also be made available at all income 

levels.  Options from which to choose offer an attraction to Selinsgrove residents 

and employees from outside of the area, alike.    
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Economic Development 

 

Goals Objectives Strategies 

7.1 

Known for 

Hospitality 

7.1.1 

Take advantage  

of central location 

and access 

7.1.1.A 

Continue to attract/recruit new 

businesses to add vitality to the 

downtown and consider mixed use 

in the core business district. 

 

7.1.1.B 

Explore grant opportunities to 

upgrade façades, storefronts and the 

general Market Street streetscape.  

 

7.1.1.C 

Improve signage to make the 

downtown more attractive. 

 

7.1.1.D 

Advocate for the extension of store 

hours so that customers can shop in 

the evening and on weekends. 

 

7.2 

Encourage and 

support 

growth/prosperity 

7.2.1 

Retention, 

expansion and 

recruitment of 

businesses/agencies 

7.2.1.A 

Work closely with nearby 

municipalities to launch a 

coordinated wayfinding strategy for 

future Thruway travelers. 

7.2.1.B 

Encourage the development of new 

downtown restaurants, shops and 

entertainment venues to improve 

Borough’s attractiveness as a 

destination. 

 

7.2.2 

Parking regulations 

are performance 

based 

7.2.2.A 

Review current parking regulations 

for adaptive reuse of buildings in 

the Central Business District. 

 

7.2.2.B 

Consider additional shared-use or 

municipal parking. 
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Plan 8:  Future Land Use 

Purpose of this Future Land Use Plan 

The purpose of the Future Land Use Plan element of the Selinsgrove Comprehensive 

Plan is to provide a framework of current land use patterns, by major categories that 

also best illustrate the desired future development characteristics of Selinsgrove 

Borough in keeping with this Plan’s Statement of Goals and Objectives.  It is the 

intention of this plan to apply the goals and objectives, via the Future Land Use Plan, 

that speak directly to making “pertinent decisions in order to maintain the mutual 

and complimentary coexistence between the natural environment and the man-made 

environment…”  The Land Use Plan is not intended to restrict individual residents 

in their personal land use decisions but to be a resource or tool that serves as a 

platform in making sound and sustainable land use designations via the Zoning 

Ordinance.   

  

Sound Land Use Principles 

On January 7, 1999, then Governor Ridge signed Executive Order 1999-1 to be the 

executive order that identifies land use as the most pressing environmental priority 

in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  It recognizes Pennsylvania’s land as a finite 

natural resource.  Since January 1999, the Governor’s Center for Local Government 

Services has identified these five fundamental land use principals to guide future 

land use: 

1. Sound land use is not synonymous with anti-growth.  To be a proponent of 

sound land use practices does not make you an opponent to growth.  

Rather, sound land use practices promote growth in a smart and efficient 

way.   

2. A one-size-fits-all sound land use strategy is not realistic and will not work.   
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3. Implementing sound land use practices to address community and 

economic development needs allows us to improve, not diminish, the 

quality of life for residents. 

4. Successful sound land use strategies are best developed and initiated at the 

local level.   

5. Regional cooperation is a necessary and effective tool for Selinsgrove to 

achieve its development objectives while conserving its open space and 

natural resources.   

Factors Influencing Future Land Use 

A variety of factors influence land use patterns, change and possible expansion.  

Among these are: 1.) Economic growth brings more jobs and 2.) Increases the 

demand for and value of existing property. 

 Healthy income growth and housing affordability generates more demand for 

newer and larger homes.   

 As more and more households have access to more and more automobiles, 

expansion will accelerate into low density neighborhoods.   

 Infrastructure development (streets/alleys, water, sewer, gas, stormwater and 

broadband) is the prime driver to the pace of development.   

Land Use Management Techniques 

Districts Established. 

The Borough of Selinsgrove is divided into the following districts: 

A. R-1 Low Density Residential District. 

B. R-2 Low-Medium Density Residential District. 

C. R-3 Medium-High Density Residential District. 

D. RSP Residential Semipublic District. 
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E. R-C Residential Commercial District. 

F. C-1 General Commercial District. 

G. CBD Central Business District. 

H. I-1 Research and Development and Light Industrial District. 

I. OS Open Space District 

 

Zoning Map 

The location and boundaries of the districts are established as shown on the attached 

Zoning Map of the Borough of Selinsgrove.  The Zoning Map (Borough Chapter 27 

adopted October 3, 2016) is hereby made a part of this Chapter, together with all 

future notations, references and other data shown thereon, as if all were fully 

described herein.  The Zoning Map includes, as separate parts, the map of flood 

hazard areas within the Borough and the map of airport hazard areas within the 

Borough.   

 

District Boundaries. 

Where uncertainty exists as to boundaries of any district as shown on the Zoning 

Map, the following rules shall apply: 

A. District boundary lines are intended to follow or be parallel to the center line 

of streets, streams and railroads, and lot or property lines as they exist on a 

recorded deed or plan or record in the County Recorder of Deeds office at the 

time of the adoption of this Chapter, unless such district boundary lines are 

fixed by dimensions as shown on the Zoning map. 
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B. Where a district boundary is not fixed by dimensions and where it 

approximately follows lot lines and where it does not scale more than 10 feet 

therefrom, such lot lines shall be construed to be such boundaries unless 

specifically shown otherwise. 

C. In un-subdivided land or where a district boundary divides a lot, the location 

of such boundary, unless the same is indicated by dimensions, shall be 

determined by the use of the scale appearing on the map.   

 

Land Use and Management Techniques 

Zoning Ordinance 

The current zoning ordinance, Ordinance #565, was adopted on November 17, 1986 

and replaced the 1967 ordinance, as amended.  The zoning ordinance was prepared 

in accordance with the Borough Comprehensive Plan and PA Municipalities 

Planning Code and with consideration for the character of the Borough, its various 

parts and the suitability of its various parts for particular uses and structures.   

 

Subdivision and Land Development 

The current SALDO, Ordinance #465, was adopted on January 8, 1979.  It 

establishes rules, requirements, standards and procedures to govern the sub-division 

of land and land development within the borough.  No sub-division or land 

development of any lot, tract or parcel of land shall be made, no street, sanitary 

sewer, storm sewer, water main or other improvement in connection therein shall be 

laid out, constructed, opened, or dedicated to public use or travel, or for the common 

use of occupants abutting thereon, except in accordance with the provisions of this 

ordinance.   
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Planning Commission 

The Borough Planning Commission was created by Ordinance #325, adopted May 

3, 1965 and amended by Ordinance #434 on October 4, 1976. The Borough Planning 

Commission has the powers of a planning agency, including the right to recommend 

to the Selinsgrove Borough Council the boundaries of the various zoning districts 

and appropriate regulations to be enforced therein, in accordance with the PA 

Municipalities Planning Code.   

 

Zoning Hearing Board 

The Borough Council created a Zoning Hearing Board as provided for by the PA 

Municipalities Planning Code by adopting Ordinance #565 and amending it on 

August 7, 1995 via Ordinance #648, now known as Chapter 27 based on the 

recodification adopted by the Borough on October 3, 2016. The Board has the 

exclusive jurisdiction to hear and render final adjudication in matters specified in the 

PA Municipalities Planning Code which are substantive challenges to the validity of 

the Zoning Ordinance, challenges to the validity of an ordinance appeals from the 

determination of the Zoning Officer, applications for variances from the terms of the 

Zoning Ordinance and applications for special exceptions under this ordinance.    
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Future Land Use 
 

Goals Objectives Strategies 

 

FLU 

8.1 

Zoning is 

consistent with 

land use 

 

 

FLU 8.1.1 

Zoning and actual 

land use 

compatibility 

FLU 

8.1.1.A 

 

As a clean-up exercise the Zoning 

Districts and corresponding map 

will be updated to pull together 

those districts where either the 

existing and/or the desired land uses 

are not consistent with the Zoning 

District in which they lie. 

 

FLU 

8.2 

Tools are in place 

to preserve open 

space, build 

resiliency and 

promote recreation 

FLU 

8.2.1 

Existing open space 

is preserved and 

flood prone areas 

are free of hazards 

 

8.2.1.A 

 

To promote recreation and to build 

resiliency, Zoning Districts and the 

corresponding map will be updated 

to indicate in a graphic format the 

objectives of this plan. 

8.2.2 

Existing 

recreational areas 

are preserved and 

potential new areas 

are identified 

8.2.2.A 
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Plan 9:  Implementation 

 

Municipal government in Pennsylvania operates within a fairly limited scope when 

it comes to the implementation of plans such as this comprehensive plan.  While this 

plan is intended to be “comprehensive” in its nature, the actual implementation of 

the action items that have been envisioned will go beyond statutory authority and/or 

the budgetary limitations of the Borough. 

 

The Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code (MPC) sets forth our state’s 

directives for planning and provides the statutory authorization for local 

governments, such as Selinsgrove Borough, to adopt plans and implement 

regulations and/or programs within its municipal boundaries.  While counties, in our 

case Snyder County, are required by law to adopt a comprehensive plan; 

municipalities, such as Selinsgrove, may adopt these plans at their option.    

 

Selinsgrove Borough has wisely opted to update their Comprehensive Plan with this 

edition and is therefore positioning itself to fully benefit from the changes that may 

come to this community thanks to the Central Susquehanna Valley Thruway, which 

is now under construction. 

 

Because local government officials are lay citizens elected or appointed to office, 

they can greatly benefit from professional planning guidance on a consistent basis.  

The director of the Snyder County Planning office served on the steering committee 

that was responsible for developing this comprehensive plan.  The Snyder County 

planning staff will serve as a critical plan implementation link.   

 

The goals and recommendations that have been included in this comprehensive plan 

should remain fluid and responsive to changing times, and to the circumstances and 

situations that may arise.  These goals and recommendations should, therefore, also 

be updated regularly.   This plan is not a legislative document but it is advisory in its 

nature.  The four basic tools which can be utilized to implement this plan are:  (1) 

the zoning ordinance (2) the subdivision and land development ordinance (3) the 

official map (4) the capital improvement plan.   
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Implementation Tools    

 

Zoning Regulations   

The zoning ordinance is a legal tool to regulate the actual use of land.  Its regulations 

apply to:  (1) the permitted use of land; (2) the height and bulk of structures; (3) the 

percentage of a lot that may be occupied by buildings and other impervious surfaces; 

(4) property line setbacks; (5) the density of development; and (6) the height, size 

and type of signs.  The zoning ordinance has two parts:  (1) the zoning map which 

delineates the zoning districts; and (2) the text which establishes regulations that 

apply in each district along with general information regarding the administration of 

the ordinance.   

 

Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance 

The Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance (SALDO) includes regulations 

to control the layout of streets, the planning of lots, and the provisions of utilities.  

The objectives of a subdivision and land development ordinance are to:   

 Coordinate street patterns 

 Assure that adequate utilities and other improvements are provided in a 

manner that will not pollute streams, soils and/or the Borough’s four (4) wells 

 Reduce traffic congestion 

 Provide sound design standards as a guide to developers, the planning 

commission and other municipal officials. 

 

Official Map 

The State Legislature has formulated the appropriate legal processes and procedures 

to take a forward-looking planning approach to the acquiring of land for public uses 

and for the public good.  Under the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code 

(MPS), governing bodies have the power to make or cause to be made an Official 

Map.  This map may show appropriate elements or portions of elements from the 

comprehensive plan with regard to public lands and facilities, which may include, 

but not be limited to:   

1. Existing and proposed public streets, watercourses and public grounds, 

including widenings, narrowing, extensions, diminutions, openings or 

closings of same.   
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2. Existing and proposed public parks, playgrounds as well as open space 

preservation. 

3. Pedestrian ways and easements. 

4. Railroad and transit rights-of way and easements. 

5. Flood control basins, floodways and floodplains, storm water management 

areas and drainage easements. 

6. Support facilities, easements and other properties held by the public bodies 

undertaking a comprehensive plan in accordance with the Municipalities 

Planning Code, Section 301. 

 

For the purposes of adopting an Official Map, the Borough or its authorized 

designee, may make or cause to be made surveys and  maps to identify the location 

of property, traffic way alignment or utility easement by use of property records, 

aerial photography, photogrammetric mapping or other method sufficient for 

identification, description and publication of the map components.  For acquisition 

of lands and easements, boundary descriptions by metes-and-bounds shall be made 

by a licensed surveyor.   

 

After the adoption of an Official Map, or part thereof, all streets, watercourses and 

public grounds and the contents listed on the recorded plans, which have been 

approved in accordance with the Municipalities Planning Code, shall be deemed 

amendments to the Official Map.  The adoption of any street, street line or other 

public lands as part of an Official Map shall not, in and of itself, constitute or be 

deemed to constitute the establishment of any street nor the taking or acceptance of 

any land, nor shall it obligate the Borough to improve or maintain any such street or 

land.  The adoption of proposed watercourses or public grounds as part of any 

Official Map shall also not, in and of itself, constitute or be deemed to constitute a 

taking or acceptance of any land and by the Borough.   

 

For the purpose of preserving the integrity of an Official Map, no permit shall be 

issued for any building within the lines of any street, watercourse or public ground 

shown on this map.   
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Capital Improvements Programming 

A capital improvement is normally considered any nonrecurring expenditure or any 

expenditure for physical facilities associated with a governmental body, including 

costs for acquisition of land or interests in land, construction and major alterations 

to buildings or other structures, street construction or utilities installation, fixed 

equipment, landscaping, and other similar expenditures.  A capital improvements 

budget is a list of projects together with the amounts and sources of funding for the 

coming fiscal or calendar year.  It is normally included in the capital improvement 

section of the annual municipal budget.   

 

A capital improvement program is a multi-year schedule of projects and the planned 

budgeted expenditures necessary to finance them.  The program normally covers a 

six-year period; the next year’s budget plus a five-year period beyond.  It is 

customary to prepare a capital improvement budget annually; revising the program, 

as necessary and adopting the budget annually as part of the regular municipal 

operating budget.   

 

A capital improvements program has many benefits, including the following: 

 It helps assure that projects are based on the ability to pay and on a schedule 

of priorities determined in advance 

 It helps to better schedule public improvements that may require more than 

one year to complete 

 It can provide the opportunity to purchase land before costs go up 

 It helps assure that capital improvements are viewed comprehensively 

 It promotes financial stability by scheduling projects at proper intervals 

 It facilitates proper allocation of community financial resources 

 It can offer an opportunity for citizens and public interest groups to participate 

in decision making 

 

Preparation of a long-range Capital Improvement Program is recommended to the 

Borough Council and Mayor to assure that a viable financial plan is provided for the 

realization of this comprehensive plan’s recommendations.  Due to the annual nature 

of municipal budget making, it is further recommended that the Capital 

Improvements Program not be included within the text of this comprehensive plan, 
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but be maintained as a separate supporting document and continue to be revised on 

an annual basis.   

 

Planning Commission’s Role 

The Selinsgrove Planning Commission is the ideal organization to assume the role 

of insuring that this comprehensive plan is implemented.  In this role, Borough 

Planning Commissioners should periodically review this plan and forward any 

suggested changes that may be needed to reflect changing conditions and priorities 

to the Borough.  At the request of the Borough Council, the planning commission 

may:   

 Make recommendations to the governing body concerning the adoption or 

amendment of an official map 

 Prepare and present a zoning ordinance to the governing body and make 

recommendations on proposed amendments to it 

 Prepare, recommend and administer the subdivision and land development 

ordinance 

 Prepare and present a building code and housing code to the governing body 

 Submit recommended items to be included in the annual capital improvements 

program to the Borough Council 

 Promote public interest in, and understanding of, the comprehensive plan and 

planning, in general 

 Make recommendations to the governmental, civic and private agencies and 

individuals as to the effectiveness of the proposal of such agencies and 

individuals 

 Hold public hearings and meetings 

 In the performance of its functions enter upon lands to make examinations and 

land surveys with the consent of the owners.    
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Implementation 

 

Goals Objectives Strategies 

 

9.1 

Intergovernmental 

relations 

 

 

 

9.1.1 

Insure that 

transportation plans 

are consistent with 

and supported by 

PennDOT 

 

9.1.1.A 

 

Coordinate Selinsgrove 

Comprehensive Plan objectives with 

the “PennDOT Connects” initiative. 

9.2 

Strategic 

investment and 

transparency 

 

 

9.2.1 

Decision support 

tools are used and 

updated regularly 

 

9.2.1.A 

 

Continue to develop, promote and 

annually update a Capital 

Improvement Planning process. 

 

9.3 

Performance-

based standards 

 

 

9.3.1 

Districts and 

regulations reflect 

existing uses  

and demands 

 

 

9.3.1.A 

 

 

 

Minor revisions should be made to 

the Borough’s Zoning Districts such 

as on the zones nearest to the 

Selinsgrove Area School District 

facilities and in the commercial to 

insure that zoning districts 

accurately reflect land use patterns. 

 

 

9.3.1.B 

 

Parking regulations should be 

modified to reflect the actual 

commercial operations rather than 

prescribed based on square footage 

and other factors. 

 

 



Snyder County Population by Municipality

Adams Township 833 852 907 19 55 2.28% 6.46%
Beaver Township 516 527 525 11 -2 2.13% -0.38%
Beavertown Borough 877 870 965 -7 95 -0.80% 10.92%
Center Township 1986 2162 2458 176 296 8.86% 13.69%
Chapman Township 1442 1426 1554 -16 128 -1.11% 8.98%
Franklin Township 2158 2094 2259 -64 165 -2.97% 7.88%
Freeburg Borough 640 584 575 -56 -9 -8.75% -1.54%
Jackson Township 1383 1276 1382 -107 106 -7.74% 8.31%
McClure Borough 1070 975 941 -95 -34 -8.88% -3.49%
Middleburg Borough 1422 1382 1309 -40 -73 -2.81% -5.28%
Middlecreek Township 1791 1971 2114 180 143 10.05% 7.26%
Monroe Township 3881 4012 3895 131 -117 3.38% -2.92%
Penn Township 3208 3781 4324 573 543 17.86% 14.36%
Perry Township 1873 1973 2183 100 210 5.34% 10.64%
Selinsgrove Borough 5384 5383 5654 -1 271 -0.02% 5.03%
Shamokin Dam Borough 1690 1502 1686 -188 184 -11.12% 12.25%
Spring Township 1575 1563 1616 -12 53 -0.76% 3.39%
Union Township 1466 1519 1520 53 1 3.62% 0.07%
Washington Township 1420 1532 1654 112 122 7.89% 7.96%
West Beaver Township 1096 1124 1110 28 -14 2.55% -1.25%
West Perry Township 969 1038 1071 69 33 7.12% 3.18%
Snyder County Totals: 36680 37546 39702 866 2156 2.36% 5.74%

PERCENT 
CHANGE  2000-

2010

POPULATION
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NUMERIC 
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NUMERIC 
CHANGE 

2000-2010



Population Comparisons

1970 1980

Percent 
Change 
1970-
1980

1990

Percent 
Change 
1980-
1990

2000

Percent 
Change 
1990-
2000

2010

Percent 
Change 
2000-
2010

Northumberland County 99,190         100,381       1.20% 96,771         -3.73% 94,556         -2.34% 94,528         -0.03%
      City of Sunbury 13,025         12,292         -5.63% 11,591         -6.05% 10,610         -9.25% 9,505           -11.63%

Snyder County 29,269         33,584         14.74% 36,680         8.44% 37,546         2.31% 39,702         5.43%
     Monroe Township 2,447           3,481           42.26% 3,881           10.31% 4,012           3.27% 3,895           -3.00%

     Penn Township 3,329           3,042           -8.62% 3,208           5.17% 3,781           15.15% 4,324           12.56%
     Selinsgrove Boro. 5,116           5,227           2.17% 5,384           2.92% 5,383           -0.02% 5,654           4.79%

     Shamokin Dam Boro. 1,562           1,622           3.84% 1,690           4.02% 1,502           -12.52% 1,686           10.91%
Union County 28,603         32,870         14.92% 36,176         9.14% 41,624         13.09% 44,947         7.39%

Comparative Population Trends for Selinsgrove Borough and selected areas
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Age Trends

Year PA Snyder County Selinsgrove
1890 23.1 * *
1900 24.2 24.5 23.2
1910 24.9 24.9 22.9
1920 25.5 26.8 22.9
1930 26.3 27.4 25.6
1940 29.1 30.1 27.3
1950 31.3 29.5 24.8
1960 32.0 28.7 24.7
1970 30.7 27.4 24.9
1980 32.1 29.5 25.2
1990 34.9 32.6 25.5
2000 38.0 36.7 25.5
2010 39.2 39.2 22.9

Source: US Census/NHGIS Fact Finder
* Data not readily available this year

Median Age Trends: 1890 - 2010



Population Characteristics

Area
Total 

Persons Females Males Under 18 18-64
65 and 
Over

Median 
Age

Northumberland County 94,528 47,333 47,195 19,443 57,569 17,516 43.4
      City of Sunbury 9,905 5,195 4,710 2,237 6,087 1,581 38.9

Snyder County 39,702 20,105 19,597 8,894 24,664 6,144 39.2
     Monroe Township 3,895 1,969 1,926 796 2,399 700 45.7

     Penn Township 4,324 2,192 2,132 892 2,743 689 43.0
     Selinsgrove Boro. 5,654 3,032 2,622 799 4,066 789 22.9

     Shamokin Dam Boro. 1,686 905 781 292 921 473 49.6
Union County 44,947 20,236 24,711 8,310 29,983 6,654 38.5

Selected Population Characteristics: 2010
Selinsgrove Borough and Selected Areas



Population Age Distribution

Age Group

F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M
Under 5 2,572 2,701 369 365 1,151 1,273 86 94 115 113 115 112 32 43 1,056 1,041

5-14 5,103 5,419 585 550 2,332 2,591 205 245 247 252 208 218 75 86 2,283 2,407

15-24 5,029 5,863 657 652 3,260 3,256 207 203 257 272 1,222 1,127 71 86 3,654 4,142

25-34 5,002 5,699 676 652 2,047 2,047 161 162 207 207 272 237 87 84 1,934 3,823

35-44 5,677 6,173 593 641 2,454 2,469 281 262 312 305 241 224 92 83 2,310 4,130

45-54 7,183 7,393 715 708 2,841 2,842 344 308 336 376 247 222 126 117 2,793 3,651

55-64 6,597 6,601 618 543 2,531 2,464 314 323 309 327 211 209 122 109 2,417 2,652

65-74 4,620 4,056 446 333 1,745 1,541 210 190 197 149 181 130 106 79 1,730 1,573

75 & Over 5,550 3,290 536 266 1,744 1,114 161 139 212 131 335 143 194 94 2,059 1,292

Total 47,333 47,195 5,195 4,710 20,105 19,597 1,969 1,926 2,192 2,132 3,032 2,622 905 781 20,236 24,711

Under 5 2.72% 2.86% 3.73% 3.69% 2.90% 3.21% 2.21% 2.41% 2.66% 2.61% 2.03% 1.98% 1.90% 2.55% 2.35% 2.32%

5-14 5.40% 5.73% 5.91% 5.55% 5.87% 6.53% 5.26% 6.29% 5.71% 5.83% 3.68% 3.86% 4.45% 5.10% 5.08% 5.36%

15-24 5.32% 6.20% 6.63% 6.58% 8.21% 8.20% 5.31% 5.21% 5.94% 6.29% 21.61% 19.93% 4.21% 5.10% 8.13% 9.22%

25-34 5.29% 6.03% 6.82% 6.58% 5.16% 5.16% 4.13% 4.16% 4.79% 4.79% 4.81% 4.19% 5.16% 4.98% 4.30% 8.51%

35-44 6.01% 6.53% 5.99% 6.47% 6.18% 6.22% 7.21% 6.73% 7.22% 7.05% 4.26% 3.96% 5.46% 4.92% 5.14% 9.19%

45-54 7.60% 7.82% 7.22% 7.15% 7.16% 7.16% 8.83% 7.91% 7.77% 8.70% 4.37% 3.93% 7.47% 6.94% 6.21% 8.12%

55-64 6.98% 6.98% 6.24% 5.48% 6.37% 6.21% 8.06% 8.29% 7.15% 7.56% 3.73% 3.70% 7.24% 6.47% 5.38% 5.90%

65-74 4.89% 4.29% 4.50% 3.36% 4.40% 3.88% 5.39% 4.88% 4.56% 3.45% 3.20% 2.30% 6.29% 4.69% 3.85% 3.50%

75 & Over 5.87% 3.48% 5.41% 2.69% 4.39% 2.81% 4.13% 3.57% 4.90% 3.03% 5.93% 2.53% 11.51% 5.58% 4.58% 2.87%

Total 50.07% 49.93% 52.45% 47.55% 50.64% 49.36% 50.55% 49.45% 50.69% 49.31% 53.63% 46.37% 53.68% 46.32% 45.02% 54.98%

Population Age Distribution: 2010
Selinsgrove Borough and Selected Areas

Source: U.S. Census Bureau - 2010 Demographic Profile Data

Age Group 
by %

Selinsgrove 
Borough

Shamokin Dam 
Borough

Union CountySnyder County
Northumberland 

County
City of Sunbury Monroe Twp. Penn Twp.



Gender Comparison

Source: U.S Census - 2010
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Living Characteristics

Area
Number of 
Households

Persons in 
Households

Persons Per 
Household

Persons in Group 
Quarters

2000:
Northumberland County 38,835 90,837 2.34 3,719

      City of Sunbury 4,540 10,176 2.24 434
Snyder County 13,654 35,257 2.58 2,289

     Monroe Township 1,633 4,009 2.45 3
     Penn Township 1,163 3,083 2.65 698

     Selinsgrove Boro. 1,767 3,856 2.18 1,527
     Shamokin Dam Boro. 688 1,499 2.18 3

Union County 13,178 32,931 2.50 8,693
Pennsylvania 4,777,003 11,847,753 2.48 433,301

2010:
Northumberland County 39,242 91,082 2.32 3,446

      City of Sunbury 4,223 9,518 2.25 387
Snyder County 14,750 37,385 2.53 2,317

     Monroe Township 1,601 3,889 2.43 6
     Penn Township 1,582 3,891 2.46 433

     Selinsgrove Boro. 1,812 3,894 2.15 1,760
     Shamokin Dam Boro. 803 1,683 2.10 3

Union County 14,765 35,838 2.43 9,109
Pennsylvania 5,018,904 12,276,266 2.45 426,113

Selected Living Characteristics
Selinsgrove Borough and Selected Areas



Household Information

# % # % # %
930 51.3 10,363 70.3 3,261,307 65.0
422 23.3 4,153 28.2 1,352,324 26.9
632 34.9 8,587 58.2 2,417,765 48.2
222 12.3 3,198 21.7 919,067 18.3

222 12.3 1,188 8.1 614,047 12.2
147 8.1 629 4.3 324,578 6.5
882 48.7 4,387 29.7 1,757,597 35.0
659 36.4 3,559 24.1 1,433,415 28.6
287 15.8 1,726 11.7 572,625 11.4
461 25.4 4,534 30.7 1,498,948 29.9
506 27.9 4,337 29.4 1,398,662 27.9

2.15 2.53 2.45
2.80 3.01 3.02

1,812 100 14,750 100 5,018,904 100

Table:
Number of Households by Household Type: 2010

Selinsgrove Borough & Snyder County

          With children under 18 years

Total Housholds

          Households with Individuals under 18

          Average Family size [1]

               With children under 18 years

          Householder 65 Years and over

          Households with Individuals over 65

Family Households (families) [1]

     Two-parent Family

Pennsylvania

          Average Household size

[1] - "Family households" consist of a householder and one or more other people related to the householder by birth, marriage, or 
adoption.  "Nonfamily households" consist of people living alone and households which do not have any members related to the 
householder.

          With children under 18 years

Snyder CountySelinsgrove BoroughHousehold Type:

     Householder living alone

     Other Family
          Female householder: no spouse present

Non-Family Housholds [1]



Household Information

# % # % # %
3,894 68.9% 37,385 94.2% 12,276,266 96.6%
1,812 32.0% 14,750 37.2% 5,018,904 39.5%

632 11.2% 8,587 21.6% 2,417,765 19.0%
943 16.7% 10,970 27.6% 3,517,169 27.7%
723 12.8% 8,141 20.5% 2,491,195 19.6%
101 1.8% 1,300 3.3% 637,999 5.0%

39 0.7% 524 1.3% 239,819 1.9%
16 0.3% 261 0.7% 1,222,261 9.6%

406 7.2% 1,778 4.5% 684,429 5.4%
133 2.4% 930 2.3% 332,717 2.6%

1,760 31.1% 2,317 5.8% 426,113 3.4%
153 2.7% 590 1.5% 197,112 1.6%

1,607 28.4% 1,727 4.3% 229,001 1.8%
5,654 100% 39,702 100% 12,702,379 100%

Persons by Household Relationship: 2010

Source: U.S. Census, 2010

     Spouse [1]

          Own child under 18 years
     Other Relatives

Population in Households

People living in Group Quarters
     Institutionalized population
     Noninstitutionalized population

          Under 18 years

      Nonrelatives
          65 years and over

     Householder

Total Housholds

[1] - "Spouse" represents spouse of the householder. It does not reflect all spouses in a household. 

     Child

Household Type: Selinsgrove Borough Snyder County

           Unmarried partner

Table: 

Pennsylvania



Housing Information

Owner Renter Owner Renter
Pennsylvania 5,578,393 61.8 27.1 11.1 2.60 2.23

Snyder County 16,090 67.7 21.8 10.4 2.70 2.34

     Monroe Township 1,724 77.0 13.2 9.8 2.51 2.79
     Penn Township 1,778 74.1 13.5 12.4 2.64 2.85
     Selinsgrove Boro. 1,983 44.5 44.7 10.7 2.25 1.92
     Shamokin Dam Boro. 832 65.1 30.0 4.8 2.20 1.60

Housing Units

Pennsylvania 5,578,393 98,736 22,740 60,476 172,037 240,442

Snyder County 16,090 211 62 232 638 486

     Monroe Township 1,724 - - 42 - 74 53
     Penn Township 1,778 513 - 39 - 76 54
     Selinsgrove Boro. 1,983 67 28 9 30 39
     Shamokin Dam Boro. 832 - - 12 - - 28

Pennsylvania 5,578,393 8.2 13.8 10.2 9.7 9.4 8.4 0.6 1961
Snyder County 16,090 6.1 9.0 9.8 12.6 11.0 10.6 0.5 1972

     Monroe Township 1,724 6.4 7.4 10.0 11.5 8.6 6.2 - 1974
     Penn Township 1,778 3.8 9.3 7.4 15.5 16.2 27.1 - 1986
     Selinsgrove Boro. 1,983 8.7 13.6 15.5 4.3 6.5 2.5 - 1956
     Shamokin Dam Boro. 832 3.2 15.4 15.1 22.5 3.7 4.4 2.5 1973

After 
2009

Median 
Year Built

Year Housing Units Built by Percentage

1960 - 1969
1
9
7

1980 - 1989 1990 - 1999 2000 - 2009Area Total Units
B
e
f
1940 - 1949 1950 - 1959

Area

Vacant  Housing Unit Status

Total
V
a
c

For Rent
Rented, Not 

Occupied
For Sale Only

S
o
l

For Seasonal, 
Recreational, 
or Occasional 

Other Vacant

Total Housing 
Units

Area

Housing Units and Tenure, 2010 - 2014
Percent

Occupied
Average

Household Size
Vacant



Occupations of Residents

Pennsylvania 5,946,480 36.5 17.5 24.3 0.4 7.8 13.4

Snyder County 19,037 26.7 19.8 21.7 1.6 10.5 19.6

     Monroe Township 2,204 26.3 23.1 23.5 1.9 14.4 10.8
     Penn Township 2,121 37.1 16.0 25.2 0.8 6.1 14.9
     Selinsgrove Boro. 2,467 32.3 29.2 22.6 0.3 5.5 10.0
     Shamokin Dam Boro. 722 36.6 19.1 29.1 - 4.6 10.7

Pennsylvania 5,946,480 83.4 5.7 3.4 2.0 5.3 0.1

Snyder County 19,037 79.5 3.9 6.4 1.9 8.0 0.3

     Monroe Township 2,204 82.9 2.6 3.7 5.8 5.0 -
     Penn Township 2,121 74.5 6.1 12.0 0.8 6.6 -
     Selinsgrove Boro. 2,467 87.1 4.5 5.6 - 2.8 -
     Shamokin Dam Boro. 722 78.3 4.3 8.0 3.6 5.8 -

Public Sector

Local State Federal
Area

Total Workers 
Age 16+

Percentage of Employed Persons

Private Sector Self Employed Unpaid Family

Area Total

Occupations of Employed Persons Age 16 and Older

Class of Worker, 2010 - 2014

Management/  
Professional 

Related

Percentage of Employed Persons

Production/ 
Transportation 

Material

Construction/ 
Extraction/ 

Maintenance/ 
Repair

Farming/ 
Forestry/ 

Fishing

Sales and 
Office

Service



Income Information

2005-2009 2010-2014 2005-2009 2010-2014 2005-2009 2010-2014

Pennsylvania $49,737.00 $53,115.00 $62,520.00 $67,521.00 $27,553.00 $30,023.00

Snyder County $44,702.00 $48,718.00 $52,093.00 $55,178.00 $23,973.00 $25,972.00
Monroe Township $53,972.00 $59,067.00 $64,766.00 $61,285.00 $19,703.00 $34,350.00
Penn Township $60,000.00 $57,813.00 $71,250.00 $69,738.00 $31,364.00 $21,615.00
Selinsgrove Borough $32,896.00 $41,265.00 $38,102.00 $46,554.00 $28,438.00 $30,243.00
Shamokin Dam Borough $41,136.00 $48,214.00 $50,066.00 $67,250.00 $25,054.00 $22,470.00

2011 County Data Book pg. 47
2016 County Data Book pg. 73

Household Family Non-Family
Median Income

Area



Educational Attainment

2005-2009 2010-2014 2005-2009 2010-2014 2005-2009 2010-2014 2005-2009 2010-2014 2005-2009 2010-2014

Pennsylvania 8,510,688 8,764,740 13.1 11.0 86.9 89.0 26.0 28.1 9.9 3.2

Snyder County 24,959 26,323 18.7 17.1 81.3 82.3 15.0 16.6 5.2 2.3

Monroe Township 2,979 2,985 7.8 12.9 92.2 87.1 26.0 23.0 9.7 3.8
Penn Township 2,605 3,148 20.5 12.7 79.5 87.3 23.8 28.7 9.6 7.5
Selinsgrove Borough 2,452 2,855 13.7 13.5 86.3 86.5 23.5 26.3 7.5 3.7
Shamokin Dam Borough 1,305 1,279 12.3 10.6 87.7 89.4 20.6 22.4 4.6 1.4

2011 County Data Book pg. 22
2016 County Data Book pg. 92

Educational Attainment of Persons Age 25 and Older

Area
Total Persons Less than High School 

Graduate
Professional or 

Graduate Degree
Bachelor's Degree or 

Higher
High School Graduate 

or Higher

Percent of Persons



Total Population

Year PA Snyder County Selinsgrove
1860 2,906,215 15,035 1,261
1870 3,521,951 15,606 1,453
1880 4,282,981 17,797 1,431
1890 5,258,014 17,651 *
1900 6,302,115 17,304 1,335
1910 7,665,111 17,304 1,473
1920 8,720,817 17,129 1,937
1930 9,631,350 18,836 2,797
1940 9,900,180 20,208 2,877
1950 10,498,012 22,912 3,514
1960 11,391,366 25,922 3,948
1970 11,793,909 29,269 5,116
1980 11,863,895 33,584 5,227
1990 11,881,643 36,680 5.384
2000 12,281,054 37,546 5,383
2010 12,702,379 39,702 5,654

Source: US Census/NHGIS Fact Finder

* Data not readily available this year

Note:  Selinsgrove Borough was established in 1853 and Snyder County 
was formed in 1855
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2010 Census Information
Total Population Estimate:  5,654

Total Housing Units Estimate:   1,934
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